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ARZOOMUND. 



CHAPTER I. 



General Description of Hindoostaun, — Situation of 
the Village of LHra, the Residence of Mockdoom, 
— The Wanderings of his Son Alfoo, until he set- 
tles at Merut, and marries. — The Birth of Ar- 
xoomwid. — Death of his Mother, — He is placed 
Wider the Tuition of Mootee Ram, in the Muchtub 
Kkamuiy or Hindoo School, 



X AM novr, my gentle reader, about to speak 
to you of a country, at least five thousand 
miles from hence, by the nearest way which 
could be taken, even if it were possible to 
assume the wings of the eagle, and to fly 
over mountains, seas, and deserts, in one 
direct and unvarying course. 

This country is called by the natives Hin- 
doostaun, and by us the East Indies ; it lies 
in the south of Asia, under a burning sun. 

This region is for the most part dry and 
parched, but in places where it is well wa- 
tered, it is fertile, and produces corn^ fruity 
and lowers, in ric\i abwi\dL^\ice« KxsvwskJ^ 
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the woods and mountains and the swamps 
and marshes of this country, live many 
dreadful savage beasts, and serpents of va- 
rious forms and monstrous size. Alligators 
and crocodiles also infest the shallows of 
the rivers. 

The first inhabitants of this country were, 
probably, a branch of the sons of Ham, 
who, at the time of the dispersion of man- 
kind at the Tower of Babel, came down 
into the south, and spread along the sea- 
shore towards the cast. The present de- 
scendants of these primitive inhabitants 
are deplorably ignorsuiit^ idolatrously wor- 




etnan two thousand 
years ago, the ancient Hindoos were joined 
Dy another race of people, who came from 
the west, and who were probably descended 
from Shem. These new comers soon became 
intermingled among the former inhabitants; 
yet a distinction has been all along pre- 
served between them; so that even in our 
own days, it is possible to distinguish each 
class from the other. These interlopers an 
now the Brahmins, who monopolize the mos 
honourable offices among this people, bein 
both their public teachers, and the pries 
of their idol-temples. 

The 'aocient Hindoos, and their incorp 
acquaintances, theBraY\m\Tva,victt 
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however allowed to retain possession of Hin- 
doostaun many ages after the birth of Christ ; 
for about one thousand years ago, another 
race, descended from Japhet, poured in upon 
them from the north. These conquerors 
were Moguls, or Tartars. They ravaged the 
country with fire and sword, and brought 
with them another religion which was little 
better than that of the idolaters. This re- 
ligion is that which was taught by Mahomet, 
an Arabian im poster, falsely called The Pro- 
phet. The Mahometans, or Mussulmauns, 
are not idolaters, that is, they do not pro- 
fess to make images of God, but they deny 
the divinity of Christ, and reject the Scrip- 
tures of the Christians, receiving the Koran 
in its place, a book composed by their pro- 
phet, and abounding with distorted truths, 
and wicked inventions. These followers of 
Mahomet are now intermixed in every town 
and village among the old Hindoos, though 
they never eat nor intermarry with them; 
and it is hard to say which are the most 
wicked of these two denominations. At 
present, the English having conquered near- 
ly the whole of Hindoostaun, rule over both 
these discordant parties, subjecting them to 
the law of kindness, and preventing them 
from tearing each other to pieces like tigers 
of the desert. 

Having thus given a \\\.\\e o\SL>Xvckfc ^^ ^^ 
history of the countT^ in vi\i\cXv\>a«N^ ^^ft^^ 

A 3 
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the scene of my narrative, I shall proceed, 
without further delay, to the narrative it- 
self, which, I trust, will be read with greater 
interest, when I inform my reader that many 
of the characters and events were found in 
real life, and are now represented without 
any colouring of fancy. 

In the district of Almora, which lies be- 
tween the first and second range of the Him- 
malaya, or Snowy Mountains, in the north 
of Hmdoostaun, is a little village, occupied 
by natives. Its only ornament, at the time 
my narrative begins, was a mosque, or place 
of worship belonging to the Mussulmauns, 
which had been built some centuries before. 
This mosque was falling into decay for want 
of repair, nevertheless, its light and beauti- 
ful turrets, its horns, or minarets, mounted 
with the Mahometan half- moon, formed al- 
together a beautiful object, half visible as it 
was, among the tamarind and pepul trees 
with which the lowly houses of the natives 
were encompassed. The village itself stood 
on a shelf of a rocky hill, on such an ele- 
vation, that it not only commanded a view 
of the whole plain to the south as far as the 
mountains, but also a long reach of the 
mountains themselves, whose summits, co- 
vered with eternal snow, exhibited the sem- 
blance of pyramids, towers, and battlementi 
of adamant, their brilliant outUnes beinf 

^agly marked upon the dark VAwe elV 
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of the southern sky, and their bases undis- 
' tinguishable by the eye of the beholder. 

But in vain were these glories of creation 
spread before the inhabitants of Dira, (such 
being the name of the little village before 
spoken of,) for it requires an awakened in- 
tellect to admire the glories of creation, and 
these poor villagers were so besotted by their 
idolatries, and the delusions of their false re- 
ligions, that they had no other cares but the 
providing themselves with food, and no other 
pleasures than the enjoyment of that ease of 
body and indolence of mind, which is con- 
sidered as the sum of human felicity by the 
majority of the natives of India. 

One of the most opulent persons of Dira, 
about the year 1770, was a Hindoo carpen- 
ter of the name of Mockdoom, who chiefly 
subsisted by making those charpoies, or 
coarse bedsteads, which are used by the 
lower classes in India, and which are so light 
as to be easily removed from place to place 
at the pleasure of the owner. This man had 
a brother, residing in the village, and an 
only son of whom he was very fond, and to 
whom he looked forward as one who was to 
be the support of his old age. This young 
man, whom we shall call Alfoo, did not, 
however, prove to be the comfort his father 
had expected, for in proportion as he ^cev( 
in jears, he grew \u vi\cV^^w^'sa« ^^^ "^ 
length of time he speul \v\s \i\^\.'a» *^^ "^ 
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As it was, however, there was much in his 
manner and appearance which promoted the 
sale of his goods, and, as he always seemed 
to be obliging, and ready to serve his cus- 
tomers, even in things not directly within 
his line of business, his trade went on suc- 
cessfully, and it was supposed that he had 
a private stock of rupees, though he took 
good care that no one should know in what 
place, a precaution which you may say was 
all right, inasmuch as Alfoo's neighbours 
were probably not more honest than himself. 
Alfoo's traffic was thus carried on with suc- 
cess, till his son, Arzoomund, was more than 
twelve years old, at which time his wife died, 
and was buried and forgotten, at least by 
her husband and neighbours; for she had 
been a purdah wallee, that is, she had sat 
all her lifetime behind a curtain, and had no 
more ideas than those she could gather from 
a certain wrinkled old hag, who, after Al- 
foo began to get forward in the world, was 
employed by him to wait upon his wife, and 
prepare his curry, Arzoomund, however, 
shed some tears at the funeral pile of his 
mother, and, whenever he afterwards men- 
tioned her name in discourse, he always 
spoke of her with tenderness. And, indeed, 
he was likely to remember- her, for his fa- 
ther's treatment of him was always harsh, 
while m his indulgent mother he found a 
fyatteation to the voice of his com^\^\xi\»% 
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It was about this time, that the sundook 
walla^ being now a man of consequence in 
the bazar, bethought himself of giving his 
son some education, and for this purpose he 
placed him under the charge of a certain 
old pedagogue, who kept a school under a 
shed, at that end of the village which open- 
ed towards a great sandy plain at the east 
of the cantonments. This old schoolmaster 
was a man of a venerable aspect, having a 
noble grey beard, a thin attenuated set of 
features, a fine set eye, and a smooth tongue ; 
nevertheless, there were not, perhaps, many 
worse old men, in point of morals, through- 
out the wide extent of the plain of the 
Ganges than the well-spoken old gentleman 
in question. 

As Alfoo was considered one of the chief 
men of the bazar, Mootee Ram, the above- 
mentioned schoolmaster, was not a little 
pleased when he saw him enter the court of 
the muchtub khanna, and present his son as 
a. scholar, informing the schoolmaster, at 
the same time, that he must initiate him 
in the mysteries of reading and writing his 
own language in the Naugree character, 
with the art of arithmetic, &c. Many were 
the compliments which the old man poured 
forth on the occasion, and many the salams 
which he bestowed upon the tape- merchant, 
assuring him that he ahowVd Wj^ \v\i ^^^Ss.- 
culty in making his sou %.ti cucfS^ceX ^s^Swok- 
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lar, Blthough the venerable pedagogue could 
not be othenvisc than aivnre, that no pupil 
had ever returncH Trom his school with abi- 
lity to read even his native langua^ with 
propriety. The father, however, being na 
great judge of these matters, was very well 
eatisfied, and saw his son with considera- 
ble pleasure ranged in a line with the rest 
of the boys, on the sand, in the middle of 
the yard, in a way to commence that course 
of study which was to lit him for the same 
situation iu life in which his father had ob- 
tained more rupees than he dared to ac- 
knowledge. 

Now, inasmuch as many of my readers 
are never likely to see an Hindoostaunee 
muchtub khanna conducted according to 
the old Older of things, I feel myself in- 
clined in this place to afford them as clear 
a prospect of the scene as it is possible to 
do in tne cold colouring of words. 

Id the first place, I would have my 
reader depict a dusty yard, on which a 
broiling sun is pouring its utmost fury, be< 
ing flanked with a sned, into which the 
master and his scholars may retreat in 
rainy or windy weather. Let him further 
figure to himself a number of little black 
boys, some of whom may have fine coun- 
tenances, although among them specimens 
may not be wanting of much natural and 
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dust, being for the most part nearly with- 
out clothes, and squatting on the ground in 
a manner much resembling that of a frog in 
the most direct attitude ever assumed by 
that creature. Directly opposite this row 
of boys will generally be found the school- 
master, who, for the most part, occupies 
himself with his cocoa-nut hookah, or in 
hearing the ghup ghup of the bazar, from 
any chance passenger who may take the 
trouble of visiting his premises, being ne- 
vertheless able on occasions to rouse himself 
into activity, and to give out the letters 
and syllables which the boys are to repeat, 
or to write on the sand before them, with 
an energy which does him honour through 
the whole bazar, and makes its poor inha- 
bitants marvel at his deep and noisy erudi- 
tion; and, on these occasions, when the 
master gives the word, and the multitudes 
of his pupils take it up, it is inconceivable 
what an overpowering shout proceeds from 
the muchtub khanna, and what an idea of 
diligence and activity is conveyed to the 
honourable person who may chance to be 
passing by at the time, it being considered 
the greatest mark of respect which an Hin- 
doo can pay to his superior to shout in 
his ears to the utmost extent of his voice. 
Nevertheless, it must not be supposed that 
these violent exertions are frequent in se- 
minaries of the kind ot viYivdwi^ ^\^«^^'^- 
B 
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ing, and, upon the whole, I have reason to 
think that no pupil was ever injured by any 
violent literary exertions in an Indian much- 
tub khanna. 



I 
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CHAPTER II. 



The Progress of Arzoomund^ 8 Education, — His Father 
introduced by the Kitmutghaur to an English 
Lady and Gentleman, who propose a Public School, 
and Mootee Ram for the Master, — The Saheb's 
Bungalow,- — Conflicting Interests of Babouk and 
the Ayah, — An approaching Storm, 



ArZOOMUND remained with Mootee 
Ram, in the place I have described, for 
nearly two ^eais; and as, at the end of 
that time, he could draw letters on the sand 
as well as any boy in the bazar, and actu- 
tually knew a little of arithmetic, at which 
the Hindoos are in general very expert, his 
father was therefore satisfied with his ac- 
quirements. 

In the mean time, a king's regiment, 
which had been stationed in the infanti*y 
barracks and cantonments of Merut, was 
removed, and another ordered up the coun- 
try to take its place. Alfoo on this occa- 
sion lost many good customers ; but he made 
himself easy on the subject, trusting to his 
address to gain others among the new 
comers, and accordingly vj^SXeAi ^^x^xsiJCSl?^ 
till be saw the officer's bui^goloiiD^ x^-^i«K^- 
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pied, and each family somewhat settled in 
their new situations. 

At Merut there is a treble line of bunga- 
lows for the infantry officers, ranged after 
the fashion of a camp : each of these bun- 
galows has large gardens, at the end of 
which are stables, and houses for servants ; 
these last forming, as it were, a little street, 
or square, occupied by many families. The 
bazar in which Alfoo resided was not above 
half a quarter of a mile from the back gates 
of the last row of these houses. 

One day, immediately after the arrival 
of the infantry regiment above mentioned, 
while Alfoo was sittipg iajiis «hpp, (|irhich 
much resembled some of those stalls'thtj^ 
,y/e see at a fair,) arranging a parcel of new 
goods in the deep recesses of his pedlar's 
box, a certain little hump-backed kitmut- 
ghaur, with a monstrous head and face, 
which occupied one-fourth, at least, of the 
whole length of his person, came up to the 
stall, and informed Alfoo, that his beebee 
saheb wanted tape and thread, and other 
such matters, and that he himself stood in 
need of a certain essence or oil for his hair, 
adding, that if the oil were delivered free 
to him, he would not fail to introduce the 
merchant to the lady. 

"Very good," said Alfoo, "introduce 

me to the beebte saheb, and the otta shall 

be youra. " The bargain viaa «tcco\^\xv^^ 
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struck, a cooley was called to carry the box, 
and Alfoo was led by the dwarf, across the 
plain, to the front gate which led to his 
roaster*s house. 

As this pair passed along, the kitmut- 
ghaur, to whom we shall give the name of 
Babouk, gave the pedlar, or sundook walla, 
(as such persons are called in India,) some 
little insight into the history of the family 
into which he was about to introduce him. 
He informed him, that his ms^ster and mis- 
tress were regular people, and looked much 
after their affairs, and that, therefore, it 
was necessary to be somewhat cautious with 
them, and to- be careful not to be too bold in 
his demands upon them; he also added, 
that the beebee was particularly fond of her 
children, and very much attached on their 
account to those iii^ho took care of them. 
"Hence," said he, ** I have found it neces- 
sary to bring you in by stealth, as it were, 
for if you were to meet the ai/ah, she would 
, surely turn you back, for she has hitherto 
supplied the beebee saheb with every thing 
which belongs to your trade, and has got 
all the dustoor, or profit, upon these things 
herself. You will not, therefore, have the 
ayah for your friend, but you are sure of the 
lady's good will, if you will but hearken to 
what I have to say." 

Alfoo was all attention, and tke kitmul- 
ghaur went on to lufoxwi Vwa^ ^''^^^^^ 
B 3 
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** for," added he, " I suspect that my lady 
has another commission for you, and if so, 
you must remember me, for I well know, 
you will somehow or other make it profita- 
ble to yourself." 

The pedlar begged the kitmutghaur to 
inform him of the nature of this commis- 
sion, and received the following reply : — 
"The hethee saheb,'' said he, ''is desirous 
to employ a schoolmaster to teach little 
boys to read, and she has a mind to pre- 
side over their tasks herself; and, to make 
herself sure that they are well taught, she 
will have the schoolmaster in her own com- 
pound, and will insist upon his teaching the 
children thoroughly. What she means by 
giving herself this trouble I know not, but 
she has her reasons, and her ends to an- 
swer, no doubt, and they will appear by and 
by. And what will be required of you, as 
you know this place, and the people in it, 
is to bring her a schoolmaster, with as ma- 
ny boys as he can muster, the more the bet- 
ter, as he will have four annas a head for 
every pupil, besides six rupees every month.*' 

It little matters, in this place, to describe 
the exclamations of wonder and amazement 
and the various conjectures uttered by the 
sage Alfoo, when informed of this very ex- 
traordinary humour of the European lady 
and though assisted in his conjectures b' 
Babouk, who said, '* he reaWy beVveveA V 
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mistress to be very good," he could, %t 
length come to no other conclusion thaa 
that she did these good deeds for a name 
among her country people, or that the work 
had something to do >vith witchcraft, the 
pedlar affirming that there was once a cer- 
tain witch at Delhi, who had the art of ex- 
tracting the livers of little children, without 
their knowledge, and for that purpose used 
to allure them to her house. 

The kitmutghaur, who had seen more of 
European society than Alfoo, and was, in 
consequence, considerably more enlightened 
i(^^j(Mi- subjects xelative to superstition, though 
he was never a whit the nearer to the re- 
ception of the truth, turned on his heel on 
hearing this strange surmise, and walked 
off, exclaiming, **Whaw! whaw!" stopping, 
however, at a small distance, to remind the 
pedlar to make haste over to his lady. 

Alfoo answered the summons as soon as 
he had reason to think that his friend Ba- 
bouk was returned to his master's house, 
and, coming in at the front gate, presented 
himself before the lady; and, after having 
settled the matters relative to his profession, 
was requested by her, as the kitmutghaur 
had predicted, to procure her a schoolmas- 
ter who should live in the compound, and 
teach as many boys as he could muster, 
stating the wages to be precisely ^wdx ^^ 
the kitmutghaur bad mewMvow^^^o^^^^^- 
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Alfoo promised to obey the lady, and ac- 
cordingly repaired without loss of time to 
Mootee Ram, to offer him the place on cer- 
tain conditions, one of which was, that he 
should excuse him two rupees, which he ac- 
tually owed hiro at that time for his son's 
education. 

It was agreed that Alfoo should attend 
the old schoolmaster the next morning to 
the lady's bungalow, and the little kitmat- 
g/taur, who wished to shew his alacrity, and 
the pleasure he had in obeying his lady, on 
this, as on other occasions, took upon him- 
self to be the guide of the party, and for 
this purpose walked before them over the 
plain to the back gate of the compound, 
and as he was determined to display his tri- 
umph over the ai/ah in tbe presence of all 
his fellow- servants, assumed on this occa- 
sion that iudescribable swing in his gait 
which belongs to all Mussulmaun fops of 
tiie lower order, and which can only be 
conceived by such as may have seen it. 

Babouk had been aware that his enemy, 
tbe a^ah, had been endeavouring to get a 
schoolmaster far her mistress, and had 
failed in her purpose, and it was, therefore, 
no small triumph to this amiable little man, 
to think how nicely he was increasing hia 
own adherents, and preventing her from 
eaJarging her party. 
Tie laAeb's bungolim stood m au eiVen- 
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sive inclosure, encompassed with a high 
wall, and a hedge oi jeyt on the western 
side of the bungalow. The ground was laid 
out in grass, and sprinkled over with trees, 
the fragrant babool there, in the cold sea- 
son, shed its odours from its small blos- 
soms, resembling golden balls; the par- 
kinsonia, too, spread abroad her feathered 
branches; the pomegranate also was there 
with her dark green leaves, and scarlet 
blossoms ; while the oleander, the white and 
red jessamine of Persia, and the rose, scat- 
tered their fragrance in every breeze. At the 
back of the bungalow was a garden for fruit 
and culinary herbs, intersected with straight 
.walks in right angles. This garden was 
delicately kept, and enriched with the fruits 
and vegetables of almost every climate. 

Beyond this inclosure, and cut off from 
it by a wall, were the servants' houses, and 
stables, ranged on each side of a long nar- 
row yard, the small houses being attached 
to the wall on each side, and covered with 
tiles. Few of these houses contained more 
than one room, where was a clay range for 
pots, a four-footed bed, laced with common 
cord, and a few earthen or brass pans or 
pots, an iron spoon, and a stone for grind- 
ing mussala. 

In each of these dwellings lived a family, 
a set of bearers, or perhaps owe. w: V«^ '»k^- 
gle men, and it was tVie saheVs w^'Kt^^^'^ 
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every inhabitant of this small community 
should keep that part of the little compound 
clean opposite his own door, and, moreover, 
that each household should keep themselves 
quiet, and not interfere with their neigh- 
bours' affairs, two commands which were 
always observed at such times as the saheb 
might be expected to direct his steps to- 
wards that quarter of his domains, though 
wholly disregarded at all other times; for 
there are, perhaps, few persons on earth 
who better understand the duties and obser- 
vances which are included in what we term 
eye sewice than the natives of our orien- 
tal dominions. 

It was precisely at the period when the 
greater part of the inhabitants of this little 
polity were preparing their morning meal, 
that the kitmutghaur, the pedlar, and the 
schoolmaster, followed by a dozen or more 
of Hindoo and ' Mussulmaun boys, among 
whom were only two kortees, three pair of 
paunjammah8, and two turbans, the rest of 
the little group having no other coverings 
to boast than a small piece of cloth girt 
round about their loins, and a skull cap, 
entered in triumph into the compound, and 
stood for a moment to muster in the yard, 
for the double purpose of shewing them- 
selves to the inhabitants, and of proceeding 
whh more decorum in their march up to the 
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The bustle which this company made, 
immediately brought all the inmates of the 
houses into the yard. 

The dohee laid aside the heehee saheVs 
gown, which he had been carefully plaiting, 
and looked up without moving from the 
ground on which he was sitting. The dobine 
put her head out of the low door, and look- 
ed anxiously to the quarter from which the 
alarm proceeded. The sais crept out of 
some corner of the coach-house, where he 
had contrived to light a little charcoal fire 
to cook his rice, at the hazard of burning 
off the wheels of the carriage. Four or five 
stout fierce-looking bearers appeared at an- 
other door. The sweeper and his wife, with 
three or four dirty uncombed children were 
visible in another corner; and sundry be- 
histees, mollees, and coolies, came pouring 
from the garden ; while a smart young kit- 
mutghaur, the colleague of the little conse- 
quential dwarf so often spoken of before, 
proceeded from some other quarter, ail 
these being attracted by the oracular ad- 
dress of Babouk, who was directing the 
schoolmaster how best to manage his affairs 
with the lady. Many of the company thus 
assembled now advanced towards the newly 
arrived party, and had scarcely begun to 
question the kiimutghaur on the occasion of 
his appearing with such attendance^ H<\\5wck. 
the ayah, who bad beitw xe^^ww^ V^'e*'^ 
c 
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with her hookah after the fatigues of dress- 
ing her lady, suddenly appeared before her 
own door, standing erect, and swelling at 
the triumph of her enemy with indignation, 
which, for a moment, was too strong for 
utterance. 

This ayah had served the btebte takeb 
many years, and had brought up several of 
her children; and although she had, in re- 
ality, no one good moral quality, yet she 
had considerable influence with her lady, 
aad had hitherto had sutlicient power, on 
various occasions, to procure the dismissal 
of several servants, and the establishment 
of several others in their place. 

For these reasons, she possessed great 
authority in the compound, and had also 
found means to increase her own income con- 
siderably, as she was always careful to lay 
her contributions on every servant for whom 
she procured a place. These contributions 
she never foi^ot to levy every pay-day, and 
when any of her subjects failed to bring the 
customary tribute, she considered such as 
rebels, and never ceased her machinations 
till she got them turned out of their places. 
Hence she was an object of great terror to 
most of the poor creatures within her influ- 

This ayah was a tall sallow-looking hard 

featured woman, but from ease and good 

^^ IMng exceaaivdy corpulent. Hei taiw ^a& 
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somewhat grizzled with age ; her ears were 
large and so laden with golden rings as to 
stand out from her head like those of a bat ; 
her throat was large and fat, and covered 
with jewels of silver ; she wore a thin mus- 
lin jacket, having short sleeves, and a wide 
border of silk, with a very full striped pet- 
ticoat from the looms of Benares. The in- 
terior of her mouth and her lips were blood 
red with the juice of the betel-nut, and 
her arms and ancles were cased in rings of 
'silver. 

Such was the female who now stepped - 
forward, flaming with indignation, and was 
followed from the dark recess of her cabin 
by a woman, who, to judge by her wrinkles 
and haggard expression, might have been 
supposed to be, at least, ninety years of 
age, though, probably, we might with truth 
deduct thirty from the number. This poor 
wretch was, at once, the slave and counsel- 
lor of the ayahf and by her miserable ap- 
pearance, having only a pair of ragged 
paunjammahs, and a coarse sheet to cover 
her whole person, seemed to be a living 
monument of the miserable lot of those who 
are doomed to be servants of servants. 



A 
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CHAPTER III. 




Babouk and the Ayah come to Blowa^ which leads to 
a Battle-Royal. — A strange Dervise interposes, and 
with the English Gentleman restores Quiet, and 
proceeds further to establish the School. — ExamU 
nation of the Scholars. — Proficiency of Arzoomund, 
— He attends the Chapel, when opened, and takes 
great Delight in reading to others an old Copy of 
St. Matthew's Gospel. 



IVhETHER Babouk was ignorant of the 
storm which was approaching him in the 
form of the aj/ah, or whether he was vali- 
antly resolved to await it, does not appear; 
but certain it is, that he stood holding 
counsel with his companions till the duenna 
began to pour upon him her whole stock of 
abuse, using every violent and opprobrious 
expression which the Hindoostaunee lan- 
guage can supply, and telling him that it 
should be her endeavour, not only to pro- 
cure the dismissal of the miserable old man 
whom he had dared to introduce as a 
schoolmaster, but of himself also, although 
he presumed so deeply on the beebee gaheb's 
favour. 
The little kitmutghaur was \iol a m^w \.q 
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stand still and be abused without attempt- 
ing something in his own vindication; he, 
therefore, turned round, and, eyeing his 
adversary from head to foot, bade her in- 
terfere with him at her peril. 

On this, the Amazon, seizing him by the 
shoulders, fairly turned him round with his 
face to the bazar, at the same time dexte- 
rously contriving that his turban should 
fall off, and roll into some of the various 
slops and gutters which were before the 
door of each house. This was the signal 
for a general battle; the little man roared 
stoutly, and the partizans, on either side, 
ranging themselves around their chieftains, 
began to deal their blows on each other, 
with a noise and uproar which might not 
unaptly be compared to the howling of so 
many jack alls. 

How long this strife might have continu- 
ed does not appear, if It had not been 
interrupted in the way I am about to de- 
scribe. Precisely at the moment in which 
the contest raged with greatest violence, 
a native of respectable appearance, and 
evidently bearing about him the marks of 
opulence, suddenly entered the little com- 
pound by the way of the bazar. He was 
an elderly stout-lookitfg man, with a fine 
open countenance, and with such a head of 
crisp and curling gre^ Uau ^•&^^wsv^\^v«»si» 
the crown of age. ll\a At^^*>'vcL ^\^^'^'^'^'^> 
c 3 
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was like other natives of distinction, ex- 
cepting that he wore a pair of high topped 
boots, according to the European fashion. 

The history of this singular person was 
as follows. — He was educated as a hyrag- 
gee, or begging dervise, in which character 
he had travelled over great part of India. 
During these his travels, he met with the 
works of the satirical poet Cubbeer, who 
formerly resided at Benares. In the works 
of this Cubbeer, who seems to have been 
a facetious deist, he found the absurdities 
of the Mahometan and Hindoo religions, 
and certain inconsistencies remarkable in 
the manners of the Christians, set forth 
without regard to decency, or respect to 
persons of any denomination : and although 
in these writings the Europeans were by no 
means so severely lashed as their neigh- 
bours, it was rather under the idea that 
they were generally without religion, than 
that their religion was any better than that 
of their fellow-men. By these poems, the 
mind of Munghool Doss, for such was the 
name of the person in question, had been 
thoroughly unsettled ; yet it is evident that 
his thoughts were still continually much 
exercised on the subject of religion. 

When the Mahratta^ had obtained the 
command of the Doaub, after the defeat of 
Gholaum Kaiider, a dewaun^ or collector of 
^ tribute under Scindiab. and a io\\ovje.x oi 
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Cubbeer, patronized Munghool Doss, and 
granted him a portion of land, on which he 
built a house, sma^U but substantial, not 
very far from Merut, where he was al- 
lowed to remain even after the Mahrattas 
had left the country, and the English had 
taken possession. He was then in good 
circumstances, and, under the European s, 
enjoyed the comforts of a peaceable and 
orderly government; for, before the arrival 
of the English in that part of India, mur- 
ders were so common, that it was scarcely 
thought necessary to enquire into them. 

In the mean time, though prosperous in 
outward matters, the poor man, feeling that 
he was advancing in years, became more 
and more uneasy respecting the concerns of 
his soul, and, remembering that Cubbeer 
had spoken somewhat more respectfully of 
the English than of any other description 
of persons, he resolved to apply to some 
European for his advice, and accordingly 
introduced himself to the English judge at 
Merut, a person in high office, and asked 
him if he could instruct him in the Chris- 
tian faith? But it happened, that this 
Gallic eared for none of these things, and 
satisfied himself by giving a present of mo- ' 
ney to him who came to seek of him the 
bread of life. 

Thus the poor byragget^ be\w% ^^^f^aJcssA. 
and disappointed, retuiue^ ww^-^v^^^^^^.^ '^^ 
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his own house, having divided the silver 
which had been given to him among the 
servants of the judge. After this, one or 
more years passed away, while the unhappy 
man still continued to grope through the 
darkness in which he had been educated. 
At length, meeting with* a pious writer in 
the city of Merut, he was directed by him 
to the aaheb, of whom much has been said 
above, and arrived just at the crisis of the 
battle between the pigmies and the cranes ; 
or, in other words, at the precise moment 
in which the indignant ai/ah was about to 
make the unfortunate Babouk more inti- 
mate with the dust than a man of so much 
consequence might altogether wish to be- 
come. 

" Whaw! whaw!** said the b^raggee, as 
he entered within the sphere of action, and 
marched forward between the combatants, 
calling aloud on two stout chockedaurs, who 
were standing by, enjoying the scene, and 
asking them if they, who were hired to de- 
fend their master, and keep the peace in his 
family, were not ashamed to allow such 
doings? adding, ''Shew me to your mas- 
ter, and I will presently let him know, to 
what sort of persons he intrusts his con- 
cerns." 

In a moment all was hushed at the voice 
oftheh^raggte, who, on this occasion, had, 
unknown to iiimself, taken up aome,YiVk^\. oli 
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the authorative tone of his old profession, 
for there are few more determined and 
daring characters in India than the wan- 
dering dervises, or the Hindoo fakeers ; and 
while his eye was fixed on the little kit- 
mutghaur, who was arranging his ruffled 
plumes, smoothing his shock head, and 
shaking the dust from his turban, all the 
other servants had disappeared like so ma- 
ny rabbits in a warren, each having taken 
shelter in his own burrow; and none were ' 
left in the compound, but Alfoo, the school- 
master and his scholars, the little kit mut- 
ghaur, and the two chockedaurs, who stood 
prepared with all due obsequiousness to 
conduct the stranger gentleman to their 
master, though not without some considera- 
tion respecting the fees which they hoped 
to receive for this service. 

Thus quiet was suddenly restored after 
this violent storm, and all remained tranquil 
more than an hour after the hyraggee had 
proceeded to the bungalow, at which time 
the saheh himself appeared, with a hearer 
carrying a large parasol over his head, and 
in his train he brought the hyraggee, (car- 
rying under his arm a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, which had been presented to 
him by the Christian gentleman with whom 
he had been conversing,) a respectable look- 
ing moonshee, the schoolmaster and his bo^%^ 
the pedlar, the strdah-bearer, Vnq o^ ^x^^fc 
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choekedaurs, one or two mollees, and sundry 
other idle personages, who were eager to see 
the tumacha. 

The gaheh marched forward till he came 
to the doojr of a large shed, which had hi- 
therto been kept unoccupied to the infinite 
disturbance of many in the yard, who would 
willingly have appropriated it to their own 
service. 

This shed he ordered to be fitted up with 
mats, and to be further screened from the 
sun by an awning of coarse cloth, and in- 
formed the schoolmaster that it was to be 
for his own use, and that of the moonshee^ 
who was to inspect his labours with the 
boys; and having apprized him that he 
should supply him with books and tacties, 
and should examine the children every day, 
he called the bi/raggee, and walked with 
him back to the garden, where he was build- 
ing a little chapel for the use of those who 
wished to meet and serve their God, there 
being no place of divine worship in the sta- 
tion. 

The situation of this chapel was cool and 
airy, and the humble building was encircled 
by the most fragrant flowers. It was nearly 
finished at the time of which we are speak- 
ing, and it was in order that he might tempt 
the byraggee to come to the opening of this 
Jitile place of worship on the next Sabbath - 
day, that the saheb took the oVd m^w Va ^« 
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this simple altar which he had erected in 
the wilderness. 

The hyraggee gladly accepted this invi- 
tation ; and it must be recorded, that it was 
in this place that the poor man first joined 
in the public worship of the God of the 
Christians, and that here he first heard the 
name of Jehovah, and became acquainted 
with the great work of man's salvation, and 
the glorious co-operation of the three Per- 
sons of the Trinity in this mighty work. 

I was told by one who was present at the 
time when the hyraggee was baptized by a 
Christian minister of the Church of Eng- 
land, in this little chapel, one who heard 
the song of praise (which seemed as it were 
to lift the very roof of the humble building) 
raised on the occasion by certain pious and 
humble soldiers of the regiment to which 
the saheh was attached, that it was impos- 
sible to conceive any sight more touching 
than that which offered itself when the mi- 
nister lifted up the white hairs from the 
brow of the venerable old man, in order to 
sprinkle thereon the water of baptism. — 
But to return to my history, which, if it has 
few other recommendations, has this at least 
to say for itself, that it is, for the most part, 
a true and faithful narrative of events which 
actually took place at a period not very re- 
mote. 

The arrangement of t\vfe ^OcLW^-^LW^aft.'* ^^ 
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muchtub khanna, and the establishment of 
Mootee Ram and his boys in their new and 
honourable situation, took place at sunrise 
the next day, so that the saheb and the lady 
were regaled as they sat at breakfast, at 
seven o*clock in the morning, in the inner 
apartment of the bungalow, with the mur- 
mur of many young voices repeating the 
alphabet and the vowel points, in tones so 
loud and dissonant, as nothing but the dis- 
tance could have rendered tolerable to any 
other ear but that of a Christian. 

At mid-day, Mootee Ram, according to 
orders, brought the children up to the bun- 
galow, to be examined by the saheb and the 
moonshee, at which time the scholars were 
put in classes, furnished with books and 
tacties, and the moonshee directed to give 
the best scholars such instructions as the 
old schoolmaster was not found fit for; the 
schoolmaster was also admonished at the 
same time to bring up his boys every day at 
eight o'clock to the house, in order that 
they might hear the Old Testament read 
aloud by the moonshee, in presence of the 
aaheb, the lady, and all the servants. 

Thus a system of education was establish- 
ed in this place of a very superior kind to 
any thing which had ever before existed 
there among the natives, and a means pro- 
vided for illuminating, in some degree, the 
miada of the poor children Y<\lViowl «iw^ ac- 
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tual direct attempt being used for their con- 
version. 

Among the scholars of Mootee Ram, Ar- 
zoomund, the son of Alfoo, was, without 
exception, the most promising boy. He 
was remarkably tall for his age, and had a 
fine set of features, with dark and brilliant 
eyes; his hair curled naturally, and was 
allowed to appear, untortured by art, from 
beneath his turban. Though bred up in 
the very hotbed of vice and dissimulation 
of every kind, and too well acquainted with 
practical wickedness, he had been as yet 
restrained from sinking into those depths of 
depravity into which most children in India 
usually fall long before his age. 

It is rather difficult to say how he had 
been preserved from these deep and deadly 
sins, unless we suppose that there was a 
certain restraining grace which held him 
back — ^a grace which is often exercised for 
those who know it not, and by which many 
are led safely through dark and dangerous 
paths, till at length they are brought into a 
way where their feet stand sure, and the 
light of life is open before them. 

One of the means which had been used 
by Providence to save this boy from the 
contamination of sin, was a degree of natu- 
ral vivacity, very rare in the East. — He was 
remarkably active, full of play, and foKvd CkC 
those amusements wVucVi eiietcv^^^^^i^^^ 
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and though he now and then got iavolved 
in a broil, and came off with a. broken head 
and bloody noae, yet he contrived to be a 
geDeral favourite with his schoolfellows, 
having little aulkiness of temper, and no- 
thing; of a spirit of revenge. 

The $akeb soon found that this hoy was 
above the instructions of Mootee ttam : he 
therefore placed him under the especial 
charge of his own moonihte; and the boy, 
ID consequence, was soon enabled to read 
his own language with fluency, and to begin 
to read Persian— a qualification of which 
the natives in general think a great deal. 
In the mean time, the boy was gleaning ma- 
ny new and valuable ideas respecting his- 
tory and geography, together with the de- 
pravity of man's heart, and other scriptural 
doctrines. The First Book of Moses has 
great interest for the inhabitants of ludia 
of most denominations, and the laheb took 
care that some of the most important lessons 
contained in the few first chapters of Gene- 
sis should not be lost upon those poor hea- 
thens who were under his influence, though 
he did not at present judge it prudent to 
say much to them on those subjects more 
immediately relative to the Messiah. 

In the mean time the chapel had been 
opened, and divine service was performed in 
it, in the Hindoostaunee language, three or 
iSwy jSuaev a treeJc, And tbougVi Xiiwnaiiad 
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would on no account be seen in the chapel, 
yet lie not unfrequently stole to the door 
i^hen it was dusk, and stood listening to 
what was passing within, having been at 
first attracted by some old Hindoostaunee 
harmonies which the converted natives had 
set to the songs of Zion. 

On these occasions the sound of the clear 
Gospel more than once reached his ear, and 
from thence, with the divine blessing, found 
its way to his heart, though at that time he 
was far from acknowledging the convictions 
which he felt. He however grew shy of 
joining in the religious festivals and cere- 
monies of the Hindoos, and was often found 
on the days of their most joyous festivities 
in a corner of his school-room with his friend 
the moomfhee^ whom he consulted on all 
matters of literature, and by whom he had 
been induced to believe that the world was 
a globe hanging in the heavens without ap- 
parent support, and that the Mosaic account 
of the creation was certainly more true than 
that which is given by the Hindoos, who 
assert that the earth was produced by cer- 
tain genii, or demigods, who for that pur- 
pose churned the ocean, and produced the 
earth with all things contained therein. 

After the saheh had been at Merut about 
two years, he introduced the Gospel of St. 
Matthew into his school, which the Viq^% 
read without any scrupXe, «xA ^>\%\5ftR?wBft' 
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acquainted with the name of Christ, and the 
purport of his coming to earth, namely, to 
remove the curse, by fulfilling his Father's 
will, and undergoing the penalty which man 
had incurred. It happened, that, some 
months before this precious volume was in- 
troduced into the school, Arzoomund had 
found that copy of St. Matthew's Gospel, 
which had been given by the lady to his fa- 
ther on the occasion which we have men- 
tioned before ; and, taking it from the dusty 
hiding-place into which his father had 
thrown it, although he dared not produce it, 
or inform his father that he had found it, 
yet he read many chapters of it by himself. 
When, therefore, it became a class-book, he 
obtained much credit for the readiness with 
which he was able to decipher it : and from 
that period the youth took greftt delight in 
reading it aloud to any one who would hear 
him. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Anoomund hears a converted native Preacher explain 
the principal Doctrines 0} Christianity, — His 
subsequent Conversation with Alfoo, whom Remorse 
compels to disclose his cruel Neglect of his poor old 
Father. ^They set out to visit the old Man.-^Their 
Conversation and the Occurrences by the Way, until 
they arrive at the Byraggee's house, — Description 
of it and of the surroutSiing Country, 



XT was about this period that a certain 
converted native, who understood his Bible 
well, and had great gifts of utterance, came 
to see the saheb, and to preach and read in 
the chapel. On this occasion many who 
were not Christians went to hear him, and 
among these were the moonshee, with his 
favourite Arzoomund. 

This celebrated native preilcher, took 
some part of the 34th of Ezekiel wheireon 
to enlarge, and on this occasion he set forth 
the whole scheme of God*s dealings with 
man, in such language, and under such a 
form, as was peculiarly agreeable to all his 
native auditors. He nrst spoke of the na- 
ture of God, and proved by reasoa tbiAl 
there could not be two ^-^o^^^VSS. ^&»^^ 
D 3 
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all-knowing beings existing at once» inas- 
much as, supposing there* to be two, the 
omnipotence and omniscience of the one 
must necessarily interfere with that of the 
other ; he next proceeded to speak of the 
mysterious doctrine of the Trinity, viz. of 
the three in one — a doctrine which he stated 
as being above man's capacity, though ne- 
cessary to be believed in order to man*s 
salvation, and he further proceeded to shew 
that the glorious One in Three, to wit, the 
Lord Jehovah, having resolved to create 
man, and being able, in virtue of his omni- 
science, to see that he would surely fall into 
sin through the delusions of Satan working 
on the weakness of his nature, had formed 
the purpose of saving him from the conse- 
quences of his sin, by providing such a 
remedy as omnipotence only could create 
and boundless mercy only could apply. 

He then fully stated the various offices 
which these blessed persons of the Trinity 
had assigned to themselves in this work of 
man's salvation, hence taking occasion to 
magnify the love of the Father for perishing 
sinners, the obedience of the Son in submit- 
ting to the Father's will, and the various 
works of the Holy Spirit, whereby the fallen 
creature is first chosen, then regenerated, 
then sanctified, and afterwards glorified. 

The preacher then proceeded to shew 
Aofv, ia the chapter before him, «t\V iVi^ \vvl- 
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man race were compared to sheep, Jor 
the flock of my pasture are men, saith the 
Lord my God — to sheep without shep- 
herds, wandering over dark hills, and under 
a cloudy atmosphere, wounded, desolate, 
and defenceless, and knowing not their 
home, or their real shepherd, or their own 
pasture-ground, unacquainted with their 
origin, and forgetful of .the paradise in 
which the original stock first dwelt in har- 
mony and holy love. 

He then pointed out the shepherd, even 
Christ, or the beloved, who had promised 
in the latter days to come again and gather 
his sheep into one fold, to heal their sick- 
nesses, and hind up their wounds, and set 
them in a fair and large pasture, where 
jshowers of blessings pouring upon them 
should make them forget their past suffer- 
ings, and the days of their long wanderings 
and many sorrows* 

The preacher then proceeded to remark, 
that it was the voice of the true Shepherd 
which was now calling to those present, 
through the medium of his holy word ; and 
he proceeded to describe the rest which in 
the latter days should be given to all those 
who, having heard and obeyed the call, 
had died in the faith of Christ, and had 
been willing to take hold of the words of 
promise. 

This exhortation w«ka coweVvA^^Xs^ "^ ^^- 
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Howing beings exUting ; ^^ 

^ . as, suiJposVng there, f" 

yO>otence and omDiMnenc^ 

jiecessariVy interfera «i1 

Vic next proceeded '^ 

^/loos doctrine of **— 




T^ )^ ' ^yioos doctrine of tlwT^ 
^ ^ /y^^evttone — adoctrue^|''^,,^B^uuu 
• A f^ , r/I^ above maa'B can« ?^^^ ifcamii 
»>V%r ^ / ^l* be believed -- "^^ft tr'" 
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>tlij(-)i the moonahee ([uitted tliu 
' I ull the Mussulmaiina aod Ilin- 
-"t;(l liiiu, drawing Arzooinund 
ihcinin the crowd, niaoyof them 
^iiit into blaaphemies as soon as 
' liiirly out of hearing of those in 

wiling, when the young Himlou 
it'll his home, which never app^ar- 
I uiore dark, solitary, or miserable 
liikttime, be found his father sitting 
the inner apartment, in a medi' 

<iO(l. 

le in, Arzoomund," he said, "and 
' door, I have something to say 
• '( importance. May I confide in 

i>|ie BO, my father," said the young 
I am now in my seventeenth year," 
li you have found me always a good 

said Alfoo. 
iiuve," said the youth: "you have 
(11 by me; and if you will now tell 
;it troubles you, I will assist you to 
iiost of my power." 

" said Alfoo, " I will speak, 

'leavy burden. I 

I beard of him 

* uoomund, " «D.d, 
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scription of the Sabbath, or rest, which is to 
take place before the final consummation of 
all things, *' in which/' said he, ''all ye, the 
children of Japhet, of Shem, and of Ham, 
all tkien of every complexion and of every 
degree, shall be united in the spiritual Ark, 
and, having escaped the great water-floods, 
shall be landed in a new earth, blooming as 
Paradise, and gushing with fountains of 
living water, where there will be no noxious 
beasts to devour the lambs of the fiock, 
and no burning winds or scorching sun- 
beams to desolate the earth." 

This was the substance of the preacher's 
discourse; and it was followed by a lovely 
hymn, addressed to the Redeemer, and set 
to otie of those soft and delightful Indian 
melodies, of which persons can have little 
notion who have never heard thent sung by 
those whose ears and voices bavfe been ac- 
customed to them from infancy. 

Arzoomund had stood during the whole 
of the discourse, with his arms folded, and 
bis eyes fixed on the speaker, and when the 
otittor had ceased, he started as from a 
dream, and turniiig to the moonshee, who 
was near him, ''What are we to think of 
thisr' he said, "is all thi« true?'' 

The nwonskee made no rfeply to this ques- 
tion, but bade him be silent till the hymn 
was Mulshed. This being concluded, the 
CAiistiaoa present addressed t\vemfte\Nt% \.o 
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prayer, on which the moonshee quitted the 
chapel, and all the Mussulmaiins and Hin- 
doos followed him, drawing Arzoomund 
away with them in the crowd, many of them 
breaking out into blasphemies as soon as 
they were fairly out of hearing of those in 
the chapel. 

This evening, when the young Hindoo 
had reached his home, which never appear- 
ed to him more dark, solitary, or miserable 
than at that time, he found his father sitting 
alone in the inner apartment, in a medi- 
tative mood. 

"Come in, Arzoomund," he said, "and 
shut the door, I have something to say 
to you of importance. May I confide in 
you ?" 

" I hope so, my father," said the young 
man, " I am now in my seventeenth year." 

" And you have found me always a good 
father?" said Alfoo. 

"I have," said the youth: "you have 
done well by me ; and if you will now tell 
me what troubles you, I will assist you to 
the utmost of my power." 

" Well, then," said Alfoo, " I will speak, 
and unload my mind of a heavy burden. I 
have a father still living. I heard of him 
by accident, of a travelling man, a few days 
since, and he is very old and poor !" 

" A father!" repeated Arzoomund, " and, 
;you never told me, and V\e Sa cW ^xw^^^awslV 
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Oh ! let us go to him and bring him to our 
home! Oh! my father, how could you 
forsake him so long?'' 

**I have done wrong," replied Alfoo/ 
** very wrong ; but I am now willing to do 
what I can to repair the injury: are you 
willing to go with me to Almora, where he 
lives, and where I was born, and to assist 
me in bringing the old man to this place?" 

Arzoomund instantly professed his readi- 
ness to accompany his father, and it was 
settled that they should depart together in 
three days, Alfoo requiring so much time to 
arrange his affairs, and place his posses- 
sions in secure hands. 

The next morning Arzoomund went to 
the beebee saheb, and requested from her 
several copies of St. Matthew's Gospel to 
carry with him on a journey he was about 
to take. 

The lady gave him two copies, which 
were all she had by her, but asked no ques- 
tions; and the young man, without saying 
one word to his father, added these to such 
little stores as he had provided for his jour- 
ney : these stolres consisted of parched peas, 
a lota, a few ottr cakes, and some other 
small matters, which were all to be placed 
in a wallet, to be slung over his back. 

Alfoo*s affairs being in small compass, 

were s(k)n settled, and on the day which 

Aad been previously fixed^ befote iVie «>\vQddea 
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of night had passed away, the travellers 
proceeded towards Almora. The morning 
was fine, and the air deliciously cool as they 
entered on the long sandy plain which ex- 
tended itself between Merut and the house 
of our old friend the bi/raggee, under whose 
hospitable roof they proposed to spend their 
first night ; for the hyraggee had built many 
porches for the reception of travellers, and 
he had more than once testified such regard 
for Arzoomund, that the youth doubted not 
of being received with every marl^ of hospi- 
tality which a Hindoo is willing to admit 
from a Christian. * 

As they passed along, Arzoom,und asked 
his father many questions respecting his 
grandfather and the place of his parents* 
nativity; and finding his father in an unu- 
sually kind and gentle mood, he took the 
occasion to speak to him of many things 
which he had learned in the family of the 
saheb, and gave him a very clear and cor- 
rect outline of the discourse which he had 
heard some days since. 

The &ther and son were in a wide plain, 
over which the beams of the morning shot 
in long bright lines, partially illMnjdpiating 
some parts of the purple heath, and leaving 
others in comparative shade. The light, 
however, was sufiiciently clear to enable 
Alfoo to ascertain that there was no one 
within hearing before Vie Tc^\vfc^% \tf3Jc«<^- 
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standing which, he was not so much assur- 
ed that he was quite alone, but that he 
judged it best to speak low, while he made 
the following reply : — " Son," he said, *'be 
assured that there is not a word which is 
contained in that book of the Feringhees 
which is not true." 

** How?" said Arzoomund, looking at his 
father. 

The pedlar put his finger to the side of 
his nose, as if to reprove his son for the 
loud accent in which he had spoken, and 
then added, though in a lower voice, ''Yes, 
my son, I believe, from my heart, that much, 
if not all they say, is true, and that the time 
will come when all mankind will be of one 
religion, and that religion wilPbe the reli- 
gion of Christ." 

"You believe it!" cried the son; **and 
why, then, are you not a Christian?" 

Alfoo looked at his son with an expres- 
sion of ineffable contempt, by which it might 
be inferred that he thought him little better 
than a fool, and then said, " What for am 
I to lose cast, and cease to eat bread ?" 

"What for?" said the son; "why in 
order that you may make sure of heaven." 

The father made no reply, for at that 

moment a murmur of very distant voices 

came whispering through the breeze, and 

the sundook walla, starting back, and com- 

mandiag his son, as he valued Yiaa XA^mw^^ 
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to refrain from speaking of what had pass- 
ed between them, began to mend his pace, 
and the travellers arrived presently after- 
wards at the summit of a little rising 
ground, and saw before them, in the north- 
east, forming a strong outline on the hori- 
zon, which was beginning to glow with a 
saffron hue, a dirgah, or Mussulmaun tomb. 

This edifice was considerably raised above 
the plain, on a platform of stone, having 
a flat roof, supported by pillars, through 
which the rays of the morning shot so di- 
rectly, that the travellers were enabled to 
distinguish several figures within, gathered 
round a large sarcophagus in the centre of 
the building. In the front of the dirgah 
were a porch and a flight of steps, and at 
the four corners were small turrets, sur- 
mounted by cupolas. 

At the sight of this building and its liv- 
ing inmates, Alfoo, whose head was full of 
the treason he had just uttered, started, and 
was half inclined to turn back ; but, ob- 
serving that there was a long cluster of 
bushes on the shadowy side of the build- 
ing, he proposed that they should keep to 
the west of these, not doubting but that 
they might pass wholly unnoticed by the 
people in the dirgah. 

They accordingly crossed over towards 
the bushes, while yet at some distance^ aud^ 
sheltered by these, they vjete ^xeaft^J^:^ ^sfc- 
E 
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cured from the observation of the persons 
in the tomb, though it was necessary for 
them to come so near, that they could not 
but hear something of what was passing 
among these midnight revellers, for such 
they appeared to be. 

It seems that these persons had been en« 
gaged in some deed of darkness, in which 
robbery was connected with murder, and 
the dark and unconnected sentences which 
they uttered, intimated both these crimes. 
Neither was Alfoo unacquainted with the in- 
dividuals whose voices reached his ear, and 
whose persons became visible as he crept 
along the bushes and peeped through their 
openings toward3 the tomb. 

These persons consisted of two stout /a- 
keers^ well known in the cantonments of 
Merut, an old woman, and two young ones, 
who maintained themselves by going from 
house to house to sing and dance. 

Alfoo and his son knew too well the cha- 
racter of these people to suppose that there 
could be much safety in their neighbourhood, 
especially as it might be possible that there 
were others of the party at hand, though 
they saw them not: they therefore crept 
softly, bending themselves almost to the 
ground, till they were considerably past the 
dirgah, and then, mending their speed till 
the light of day blazed full upon the heath, 
tAey beheld the tomb cou^ideiabV^ behlud 
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them in the south, and about ten o'clock 
the travellers came to a little village, where 
they procured some refreshndent, and (en- 
joyed some rest. 

When the sun began to decline fV6m hiis 
meridian height, the father and son renew- 
ed* their journey, and, a short time after 
sunset, ariived at the house of M unghool 
Doss, where Arzoomund no sooner made 
himself known than the master of the house 
came out to meet him, and commanded 
that he and his father should be supplied 
with every thing necessary for their re- 
freshment. 

The house of the hyreggee was, as I be- 
fore said, a substantial puckah building; 
it stood in a wide plain, and had a flat 
roof, and many porches for the accommo- 
dation of travellers. These porches en- 
compassed a square court, of which the 
house itself formed one side, and the gate- 
way, and the houses of the chockeaaurs 
and other servants, the other three sides. 
In the front of the gate was a stone tank 
abounding with water-fowl, and shaded 
by lofty trees; aAd behind the house ^as 
a square garden laid out in straight walks, 
and filled with fruit and vegetables, though 
not of the kind much relished by Euro- 
peans. 

The hyraggee had been avU\w% ww ''^^ 
roof of his house, wViete a cwc^^V.\!k».^\«i«^ 
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spread for him, when Alfoo and his son 
arrived, and when he had led them in, and 
had given orders to one of their own cast 
to prepare them such a supper as might 
best strengthen them for their journey on 
the following day, he accompanied them 
through several rooms to the roof of. the 
bouse, where he caused them to sit down 
opposite to him, and presently entered into 
discourse with them. 

From this elevated situation there was 
a wide extended prospect; the fore-ground, 
for about a quarter of a coss, being a con- 
tinuance of the same sandy plain over which 
Alfoo and his son had travelled during the 
day, the line of which was bounded by the 
Callee Nuddee, which at the end of the 
rainy season is a river of considerable mag- 
nitude, which empties itself into the mighty 
Ganges, near the ancient city of Kanouge. 
To the right of the byraggee's house, and 
on the bank of the river, was a little vil- 
lage, half concealed by a thick grove of 
neme and tamarind trees, and beyond the 
village was a little rising ground, on the 
summit of which stood a grove, and a small 
building dedicated to some heathen deity, 
the pointed roof of which was scarcely vi- 
sible at the distance from which it was 
viewed. The country on the opposite side 
of the river assumed a much more pictu- 
resque and verdant appear^uce V)DA.\i vVaX 
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on the nearer side, being well clothed with 
trees, and apparently well cultivated. 
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CHAPTER V. 



The Byraggee's Comment upon the Mth Chapter of 
Ezekiel. — UU Remarks upon' the Europeans. — 
The Conversation respecting the Bible renewed 
next Morning, -^Their Departure in Quest of 
Moekdoom. — The Impostor Fakeer recognized, — 
His TemplCf Idol, Food, and Mode of Cooking, — 
Arzoomund alludes to the Bible, — The Fakeer's 
Opinion and Sarcasms, — Seconded by Alfoo, — 
They retire, and Arzoomund walks out to view the 
Country, 



Some weeks had elapsed since the by- 
raggee had visited Merut: he was therefore 
desirous of knowing all that was passing 
-there among his friends, and much pleased 
to hear the account which Arzoomund was 
enabled to give him respecting the exhorta- 
tion which he had chanced to hear. 

The copy of the Scriptures which the 
saheb had given to the hyraggee was lying 
by his side, in a silk cover, on the carpet 
where he was sitting; and no sooner did 
Arzoomund mention the chapter from which 
the discourse had been taken, than the old 
man turned to it, and read it aloud, talking 
to himself, and, as it were, reasoning with 
himself as be went along « and \Xi\^ V^ dvk 
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in a manner which would have placed a 
refined English audience, however serious, 
in a strait between the inclination to laugh- 
ter, natural to the nation, and a restraining 
sense of the sacredness of the subject. 
But the Hindoos are not a laughing people, 
and those who know them best, frequently 
remark of them, that nothing excites them 
to mirth but sin, a sort of merriment which 
we wish were restrained to heathens only. 

**And so," said the bj/raggee, "I am to 
understand that this beautiful chapter is a 
picture of the latter days, when the evil 
beasts shall cease from the land, and men 
shall dwell quietly in the wilderness, and 
sleep in the woods? The Almighty grant 
that these days may come quickly, for 
Heaven only knows how far the state of this 
poor country is from the peace and security 
which is here described !" 

Alfoo made no answer, for the scene of 
the dirgah was present with him, and Ar- 
zoomund was restrained from speidting what 
was in his mind by the presence of his 
father. 

. The conversation then took another turn, 
and the hyraggee shewed his visiters some 
iron rings which were affixed in the cement 
of the roof, at regular distances. ** These 
rings," said the old man, ** I caused to be 
placed as you see, because, when I built 
this house, I had au \de^ ui xo^ ^v*^ \si>si^> 
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that some Europeao gentleman might come 
to visit me, and pitch his tent on -the roof 
of mj house, and thus you see that I am 
prepared to do the Feringhee $aheb honour 
whenever he may choose to come.'* 

''It appears, then/' said Aifoo, "that 
you thought much of the Feringhees before 
they came into the neighbourhood ?" 

*'I have long thought," replied the b^- 
raggee, " that the truth was among them, 
though I have seen many, and heard of 
more, whose lives do not answer to their 
principles." 

Alfoo and his son being now called to 
the refreshment of supper, took their leave 
of their host with all due courtesy, not ex- 
pecting to see him in the morning. They 
were, however, mistaken, for Alfoo having 
spent some hours of the night in carousing 
with some of his own cast in one of the 
lodges, slept late, and was not on foot 
again till the sun was considerably above 
the horizon, while Arzoomund rose early, 
having made the best of his time by imme- 
diately retiring to sleep. 

On the borders of the tank before men- 
tioned, they therefore met the byraggee, 
who was returning from his morning ride 
on a small pony, accoutred according to 
the Hindoo fashion, with various tassels 
and bells, which make a curious jingling 
and ruBtliag, a$ the creatute a\s\\Ae% ^Vqiu^ 
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The hyraggee expressed some surprise at 
seeing his visiters of the night before, and 
asked them how they had liked their fare, 
assuring them that he should be very glad 
to give them a night^s lodging on their re- 
turn. ''And then/' added he, addressing 
Arzoomund, "we will have some further 
conversation respecting the Book of the 
Christians/' 

Thus the hyraggee parted from his 
guests, and the travellers went on towards 
the village which they had seen the night 
before from the roof of the house in which 
they had lodged. They proceeded without 
encountering any adventure, till coming 
near the village, to a place where there 
been some kind of old building, which was 
then deserted, the tall and stout figure of a 
fakeer appeared issuing through the door- 
wav of the ruin. 

This man, from constant exposure to the 
sun, was unusually black. He was without 
other clothing than a piece of cloth about 
his loins; his beard was exceedingly long, 
reaching over his breast; his hair thick, 
uncombed, and standing on end with oil 
and dust; various white and yellow figures 
were painted on his nose, cheeks, and fore- 
head, and long lines of white were traced 
upon his body, in shapes answering to his 
ribs, and giving to this part of his figure^ 
at a little distance, tVie ^t^cv^ "^vcK^^iA^^ 
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a skeleton. In his hand he had a large 
knotted staff, and a wallet was suspended 
to his back. 

Alfoo rather started at his sudden ap- 
pearance, and stood for a moment half 
doubtful what his purpose might be; on 
which the other burst into a loud and dis- 
sonant laugh, and asked him if he did not 
recollect his old friend Ram Cookoo? 

'<Ram Cookoo!" said the other, sud- 
denly recollecting an old acquaintance, 
**what! my brother and friend, of dis- 
honest memory, who played the hypocrite 
so' well, and obtained the confidence so 
completely of my old master, at Dinapore, 
eighteen years ago ! and do I now see him 
converted into a stout fakeer? Well, be it 
so, and happy be this meeting I" 

The two friends then took hands, accord- 
ing to the custom of these people when 
they would seem particularly loving, and 
beguiled the way by informing each other 
respecting iheir present situations and pur- 
poses; from which it appeared that Ram 
Cookoo, after having encountered many ad- 
ventures, none of which had been particu- 
larly creditable, was at that time perform- 
ing the part of a holy man on the hill be- 
yond the village, where he had a hut near 
to a small temple, or bkoot khanna, and 
that his wants were so amply supplied by 
^Ae villagers, that it was in Vvi* ^o>n^\ x.^ 
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give his friend and kis son a repast of all 
that is most inviting and relishing to an 
Hindoo palate. 

To add a further temptation to Alfoo to 
stay at least for a night at his hut. Ram 
Cookoo stated that there was to be a great 
feast that night on a certain annual occa- 
sion, and that the village virould be all alive, 
and every inhabitant thereof as much to be 
envied as the blessed in the Mahometan 
paradise. 

** I see/' replied Alfoo* smiling, ** that 
you have not laid aside your tone of wU 
lery, my brother." 

"And why should I among friends'?*' 
said thefakeer, ** it is not every day that I 
meet with one to whom I dare shew my 
real face." 

By the time that Alfoo and Ram Cookoo 
had told such parts of their stories as they 
chose to impart to each other, they were 
come to the entrance of the village, which 
consisted of low huts forming one long 
straggling street, the further end of which 
was somewhat elevated above the rest, and 
touched upon the mount where stood the 
habitation of the faheer. This street was 
more than usually crowded by persons who 
had assembled from the neighbourhood to 
enjoy the festivity ; and the boards of the 
little shops were covered with sugar-plums, 
cakes^ and sweetmeats , rnvk't^ w^ >H>50Qk. ^^^^tf- 
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rifled butter. Garlands of flowers were 
also suspended in attractive bunches in 
many places, and there was a kind of 
holiday glee evident on many countenances, 
forming a disagreeable contrast with vice 
in some, and with the habitual traces of 
wretchedness in others. 

As the/aA:eer strode through the crowd, 
followed by the friends he had picked up, 
the population gave way as to a superior, 
and certain old women pronounced him 
blessed as he brushed by them, putting the 
backs of their hands to the sides of their 
faces, and cracking every joint of their fin- 
gers with a loud report. 

In the mean time, the fakeer passed on, 
followed by Alfoo and his son, till he had 
left the bazar behind him, and was come 
out upon the little hill, where a high grove 
offered a cooling shade, and a greensward 
a place of rest. 

Onward marched the Hindoo saint, and 
presently brought his followers within view 
of a little open building or temple, erected 
on a square platform of stone, and having 
in its centre a sitting figure of a demon, 
which was like a man only in its monstrous 
face, its lower parts resembling a large egg* 
Near this building was a miserable hut, 
the door of which was not much higher 
than a person creeping in on his hands and 
knees. 




ARZOOMUND. (il 

** There," said thefakeer, pointing to the 
idol, ** there is my master, and 1 assure 
you that his service is at once easy and 
profitable. I go and come at my own 
pleasure, and my master never calls me to 
account, and -yet I have abundant wages, 
and far more to eat than I can consume, 
although,'* added he, laughing, ** I am not 
a man to live on parched grain, or to as- 
suage my thirst with the dew of heaven/' 

So saying. Ram Cookoo strode forward 
to the door of his house, and, having opened 
it, invited his friends to come in; or, if 
they liked it better, to sit down without, 
while he should bring forth such things as 
might be requisite for preparing a good 
meal. 

Alfoo and his son chose what they consi- 
dered the best part of the house, even that 
to which a bad wife is entitled, to wit, the 
outside, and there, stretching themselves on 
the grass, waited the re-appearance of the 
fakeer. 

It was not long before he came out, bear- 
ing with him an earthen oven, or fire-place, 
a large pan or pot, a bag of rice, and a 
whole kid, ready killed and flayed, and in 
a state to be cut up, which having set 
down, he went in again and brought out 
some other matters requisite for making a 
savoury curry » 

All these things bevu^ i^\«^^x^^» ^>5^ 
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wood for his fire, he sat down very delibe- 
rately to cut up the kid, to gnnd the mus- 
sala, and to perform his oth^ culinary 
operations, without any other cooking- 
utensils than a coarse case-knife, a grinding 
stone, and a wooden spoon. And while he 
was thus employed, he entered into dis- 
course with his companions. 

After having related some of his former 
exploits, and described certain narrow es- 
capes from the hand of justice, in which 
he seemed to glory not a little, he began to 
question Arzoomund on his plans of life, 
and the manner in which he had been bred. 

" He has had a good education,** replied 
Alfoo; "few young men of his age can 
read better." 

"Indeed!" said the fakeer, "and what 
is he to gain by that? I do not know that 
I ever got so much as a dinner for all my 
learning." 

"You can read, then?" said Arzoo- 
mund. 

"And why not?" returned the fakeer; 
*' I can read books and men too, and I tell 
you that the latter is a much more profit- 
able'branch of study than the former." 

."I don't know how you can prove that," 
returned the son of Alfoo; "I have a no- 
tion that there is one book in the world 
which, well studied, would bring more profit 
thaa aU the earth has to %\ve.'^ 
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" Hold irour toni;ue, son," exclaimed Al- 
foo, " wfaftt is it jou would be saying now?" 

" Let him epeak," returned Ram Coo- 
boo, "I know what he would say. Did I 
not see you this morung coming out of the 
gates of that Christian dog who was once 
no better than I am novr, a begging der viae, 
and one who lived by lies aod theft? and I 
have a shrewd guess that this man, or 
tome one of the same sort, has been tam- 
pering with your son, and filling his head 
with some of the Fetinghee lies; but let 
him at any rate speak his miad. What 
passes among friends should not be repeat- 
ed, and if 1 have not had any coDcealments 
with you, why should you have any with 
me? It little matters to me what a man 
thinks, so long as he ke^s appearances 
among the vulgar herd. To speak the 
plain truth, all religions seem alike to me, 
one mass of absurdities and lies — but sure- 
ly I am not the man to awaken those who 
are asleep, when my very bread depends on 
their sleeping stilM" 

"Well, but," said Arzoomund, "surely 
a man of your sense cannot class all reli- 
gions together, or cannot pretend that 
there is no such a thing as true religion ? 
Is it possible that you can look at the won- 
ders and beauties of creation, and say 
that these never bad a Makerl" 

"No," replied the fok«r, " VVxww -iSiwA. 
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ihoro is a God, a great and mighty God, 
hut 1 know no more of him ; and I believe 
that all those are liars who pretend to 
know more than I do." 

** You believe, then/' returned Araoo- 
mund» ** that there is a God, a Father and 
IVntor of all things ; why then is it impos- 
«iblo that this God should have revealed 
hi« will to his creatures in some mode or 
luanuer to be received by the senses, either 
by word or vision, or by signs and sym- 
buUt" 

The/«ilrffr, who had hitherto seemed to 
f^el that he was talking with one quite 
beneath him in intellect, suddenly looked 
up and lixed his large penetrating eyes on 
the young man, and then answered, " I see 
no reason why he may not have done what 
vou say, but where are we to find this reve- 
lation of the divine will? would you find 
it among the lying legends and absurdities 
of those who worship a thing like that — " 
pointing to the idol, "or in the so much 
vaunted book of the Mussulmauns, who 
have set up a man, a sinful man like our- 
selves, to worship— or in the incomprehen- 
sible mysteries of the Feringhees, many of 
whom I verily believe have just as much re- 
ligion as the stone on which 1 grind my 

"There are many bad Christiai 
turned ^irzoomund, " and aa Xo VYi^^ 
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and MoMulmaDBH, you know more of them 
than I do, but yet," he added, "if there 
was not such a thing as one good Christian 
through atl India, I still am inclined to say 
that the book of the Christians ia the right 
book, and all the rest the wrong ones," 

"And why so?" said the /<ifc«n-. 

" Because," replied Arzoomund, " any 
man living up to the rules laid down in 
that book; and. having that faith which 
should enable him to walk in the road there 
marked out, would be an angel, not a man ; 
and if you can say as much of the books of 
the Hindoos or of the Mussulmauns, 1 give 
up my argument, and you are right, and 1 
am wrong." 

••Well done, my brave youth," said the 
faketr, " well said, and boldly too, for 
how did you know but that I should have 
taken up this knife and struck it into your 
Christian heart, when you uttered your 
opinion thus daringly. It is well, however, 
that you have fallen in with a liberal, free- 
hearted man ; you are here at liberty to 
say what you will, and think what you will. 
1 have seen the world, and lived with all 
' sorts of men, and have thrown away all 
prejudices. But take my advice; don't be 
broac hing these sentiments in all compa- 
*"' [gnlesB you wish to have your skin 
V cars." 
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but Arzooniund, little daunted, took one of 
his books from bis wallet, and begged Ram 
Cookoo to convey it into his. 

** Let me see it first/' said the fakeer. 
** Well and good ; I can read it like a pun- 
dit; it may serve me a good turn when I 
have lived here as long as I choose, and 
wish to shift my skin. I have heard of 
some of the Feringhees being mightily 
pleased with a poor Hindoo, who could 
produce a book of this kind out of his bag 
on occasion, and recite a verse or two in an 
audible voice. Who knows but this little 
volume may do me a service when all other 
helps fail?" 

'•Who knows?" said Arzoomund, 
smiling. <* Perhaps a man might have a 
worse friend in time of need than the jGfi- 
giler 

''How long," said Alfoo, in high dis- 
pleasure at his son, " how long is thy fool's 
tongue to go on at this rate? let me tell 
you, son, that if I thought you were in ear- 
nest in all this nonsense, I would use thee 
in such a manner that the very crows and 
jackalls should refuse to feed on thee I" 

"Pshaw!" said the fakeer, "let the boy 
prate, it is only to shew his learning; the 
time is passed in which men of sense are to 
be persuaded out of their reason by Brah- 
mins and priests. And now," he added^ 
stand aside — ^keep al 'joxvt ^v9\».TkRfe\ x^- 
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member that I am a saint, and do not let 
any of the villagers see us eating out of one 
dish." So saying, he made two circles on 
the grass at some distance from each other, 
and having filled two large dishes of rice 
and curry for his guests, he took his own 
meal apart, from time to time inhaling cer- 
tain draughts from his brass lotOy which 
might have passed for the produce of a pure 
rivulet, which ran gurgling down from the 
higher points of the hill, at no great dis- 
tance from the hut, had not the brown flush 
on his dark features, and the increasing fire 
in his eye, led to the suspicion, that some- 
what else had crept into the cup of the 
saint besides the pure dew, of heaven. 

The whole of the kid and the greater 
part of two immense dishes of rice had dis- 
appeared before Ram Cookoo and his 
visiters, and the crows had been supplied 
with what was left ia the dishes, when Ar- 
zoomund, seeing his. father and his host 
disposing themselves for their afternoon 
nap, and not finding in himself much incli- 
' nation to sleep, rose up and told his father 
that he had a mind to explore the country 
a little, and would be back by sunset. . 

Alfoo, who was already half asleep, 
nodded assent to this proposition^ and 
Arzoomund immediately passed on into the 
grove which was on the brow of the. Vs^vU.^ 
and, going through \t, pt^^fcwXVj c'^eafc NjoNs^ 
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a dingle formed on the other side by a se- 
cond hill ; this dingle was deep, shadowy, 
and uninterrupted by any sound, save thai 
which proceeded from the noise of the 
breeze in the tops of the trees, and from 
the throat of the riog-dove in her leafy 
asylum. 

This lovely valley was covered with a 
greensward, smooth and soft as velvet, and 
scattered over with tamarind trees, and a 
sort of thorny plum. In the very bottom 
of the dingle was a water-course, which 
rendered the ground in some places too 
swampy to bear a foot. Arzoomund cross* , 

ed thi» little stream with one leap, and i 

reaching the other side, began to ascend; ) 

then proceeding still further, he entered | 

upon a piece of ground beautifully undu- 
lated, and ornamented in a wonderfully 
picturesque manner with flowering bushes 
and forest trees, intersected with narrow 
paths, winding among the woods. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The Hindoo Mausoleum which Arzoomund enters. — 
His Reflections upon Death, — He falls asleep till 
near SunseL — The Evening Festivities, — Stn^ic- 
lar Adventure on his Return, — He places the 
wretched Old Man in the Christian's 'House, — 
Observes the deplorable Condition of his Father 
and the Fakeer, and retires to Rest,-— They set out 
again next Mornings anive at Dira, and find 
Mockdoom departed in Search of his Son, 



XX ERE were also many herds of cows. 
Arzoomund passed along one of the before- 
mentioned paths, till, coming upon an open 
point of ground, he saw before him a long 
track of upland scattered with forest-trees, 
in the front of which was a green lawn, 
and at the edge of the lawn, a tomb built 
with open pillars, being square, and having 
a dome and minaret or small towers at each 
corner. One front of this tomb faced to- 
wards the open lawn, and the other towards 
the woodis. 

Arzoomund approached and entered the 
building. In the centre of this place was a 
chamber, the walls of which were covered 
with cement resembling marble; and tw<\ 
sarcophagi, of equal sVze, yj«t^ %\».Vi^vcws|^i 
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side by side, in the middle of the room. 
Many sentences from the Koran were writ- 
ten in Arabic, with gilt characters, on the 
. walls; and several figures of peacocks 
were painted in different parts of the cham- 
ber. 

Arzoomuud stood awhile to contemplate 
this scene, and to try to decipher the Arabic 
characters. At length, looking on the cold 
resting-places of the dead, he fell into me- 
ditations on death, and again his thoughts 
were strongly drawn towards the Christian 
religion, and the various doctrines which 
had been explained to him from their sacred 
books. 

The deep quiet and solitude of the place 
invited him to repose. He accordingly sat 
down, leaning his back against the wall, 
lost in the consideration of the wickedness of 
man, and the various disgusting scenes he 
had witnessed since, he had left Merut. 
** What people," thought he to himself, 
'' are able to give any account of this de- 
pravity of man's nature but the Christians? 
and what persons are acquainted with the 
remedy of these evils, which, nevertheless, 
all men feel, but these Christians? Who 
has hope in death but these Christians? 
And in what individuals do we ever see an 
entire change of nature, but in some of 
theae persons? The Christian religion is 
then undoubtedly the oiA^ ttueo^aft, V^wMi 
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to God, that I could dare to confess my be- 
lief!" 

While these thoughts passed through his 
mind, the sweet and bitter thus mingling 
themselves in his cogitations, sleep over- 
powered him, and he insensibly lost all re- 
collection, the murmur of the woods being 
the only sound which reached the place of 
rest which he had chosen. 

The sun was rapidly descending the west- 
ern sky when the son of Alfoo awoke — he 
started up, and looking round him, could 
scarcely recollect where he was ; he hasten- 
ed, however, from the tomb, and, before he 
had again reached the watercourse, the 
glowing disk of the planet of day had fallen 
beneath the horizon, its disappearance be- 
ing followed by a momentary twilight, and 
that being as suddenly succeeded by the 
shades of night. 

Arzoomund presently mounted the hill 
and passed the grove; and being come 
within view of the temple and the hut, and 
of the village a little below them, innume- 
rable lights, and various dissonant sounds 
of horns, tumtums, horrible harsh and grat- 
ing stringed instruments, together with the 
bowlings of dogs and the clamours of drunk- 
en revellers, burst upon his senses. The 
evening festivity had commenced in the 
village, and Arzoomund^ dtavjvcv^ w<Kax V» 
the but, found that his feXYict ^^^ '^jwft- 
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Cookoo were already gone to the village, 
from which he doubted not but that they 
would return in a state of intoxication. 

The shades of night were now fast ad- 
vancing. Arzoomund sat down on the 
steps of the idol temple, and watched the 
moon, which was at the full, and was fast 
rising above the horizon. In the mean 
time, the noises from the bazar became 
every moment more loud and dissonant, 
wild shrieks mingling themselves with the 
other sounds. 

It was sooQie trial to the young man to re- 
frain from this scene of revelry, but he was 
resolved to have nothing to de with it, and 
yet how to wile away the evening he knew 
not. He sat at the foot of the idol for some 
time, then suddenly starting up, he lounged 
towards the river which rolled at the foot 
of the little hill, and running along the 
back of the bazar, passed on towards the 
Ganges* The banks were at this time 
nearly overflowing, it being the end of the 
rainy season, and the turbid and muddy 
waters were rushing along with a sullen 
murmur. 

In a line with the river was a wide path 
for the use of the dandies, Arzoomund 
pursued this path a little way, for it was 
now completely illuminated by the light of 
the moon. The river was not exceedingly 
broad, though its current viaa t«jp\A> vcA 
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Arzoomund could perceive that, on the op- 
posite side, its banks were shaded by a high 
grove. 

Arzoomund traversed the path till he 
came to the back of the bazar, one street of 
which ran down to the river, and was ter- 
minated by a ghaut, or flight of stairs, de- 
scending to the water. 

The young man crossed this end of the 
village as speedily as possible, but not be- 
fore his ears had been assailed with loud 
shouts, shrieks, and certain obscene and 
blasphemous expressions, such as made him 
start with horror, and hasten forward into 
a part more retired. 

A few steps brought him out of observa- 
tion into a kind of cluster of castor-oil 
bushes, behind which a road branched out 
from the path of the dandies towards the 
plain, in the direction of the hyraggte*8 
house. 

Arzoomund chose the path which ran by 
the river, and went on a little way till he 
found himself under a low conka rock, in a 
place where the path was considerably wider. 
Here an object which met his eye caused 
him to start, and inclined him to turn round 
— This was no other than what he supposed 
to be a corpse lying on a charpoy, and left 
in that exposed situation, either to be swept 
away by the river, or consumed b^ thft. 
jackaWs, whose bay or YioyjX v<^^ ^N«a >^^xw 

G \ 
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remotely heard. As the young man was in 
the act of turning, his eye being still fixed 
on the appalling object, he thought he 
heard a groan, and was certain that the 
figure on the charpoy moved. 

It is a common custom of the Hindoos, 
when an elder of the family becomes infirm, 
and is supposed to be a needless cumberer 
of the ground, to bring him down to the 
river side on his bed, and leaving him there 
to perish, supplying him with a loaf of 
bread and a jar of water. Sometimes, in- 
deed, his tender relations go so far as to 
hasten the termination of his sufferings by 
stuffing clay into his nostrils, mouth, and 
ears; but where a poor creature has not 
power to help himself it is not always 
thought necessary to put this speedy con- 
clusion to his sufferings. Truly doth the 
Scripture say. The dark places of the earth 
are full of the habitations of cruelty. (Psalm 
Ixxiv. 20.) How little conscious are many 
thoughtless Europeans, while revelling in 
all the luxuries of the East, of the horrors 
which are often passing at their very doors ! 

Arzoomund was well aware of the cruel 
custom of the Hindoos respecting their old 
people, and though he naturally shuddered 
at approaching the horrible object which 
now presented itself, yet, being convinced 
bf repeated groans, that this poor creature 
waa Btiii Jiviog, he detetmvued tioX. \o l^x* 
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sake him, till be had at least tried whether 
it might not be possible to assist him. Ac- 
cordingly he walked up to the eharpoy, 
which was placed so that the slightest mo- 
tion would precipitate it into the river, and 
addressed the person lying upon it, saying, 
** Father, what are you doing here^" 

<* Awaiting my dissolution/' replied the 
other, in a hollow groan. ^' I have already 
lived too long ; I am forsaken by one child, 
and condemned to death by another; and 
the sooner I depart this miserable life the 
better," 

" Are you ^ick?'' said Arzoomund* 

** No,*' replied the old man; " I have no 
disease but a cramp in n^y limbs, got from 
a cold; I am otherwise hale and strong: 
but I am miserable, and I have lived too 
long ; and this is my crime. And now, kind 
stranger, if you have pity on me, propel 
this eharpoy into the river, and put an end 
to ray sufferings.'' 

The moon, which a moment before had 
passed behind a light cloud, now burst forth 
and shot her full splendour on the features 
of the old man, which, though worn with 
misery, had evidently once been handsome, 
and were even now shaded with hair as 
white as snow, which added not a little 
to their venerable appearance. Neither 
was there any thing sordid or filthy in the 
old ma,n'» garments 6t pei^u« >&^>3l^>^ 
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was evident that his lower limbs were coa- 
traded with spasms. 

" I will obey you," said Arzoomund, 
whose whole heart was moved with com- 
passion, "I will plunge the charpoy into 
the river, and will endeavour to relieve 
^ou ;*' and so saying, he stooped down over 
the old man, took him in his arms, and 
laid him softly on the higher part of the 
bank, at the same time kicking the charpoy 
into the river with a force which made the 
waters splash up as high as the place where- 
on- he stood. ** And now," added he, turn- 
ing to the old man, <<tell me, are you wil- 
ling to live, and will you accept my help?" 

**Are you a man," returned the other, 
''or some divinity descended from heaven 
to help the afflicted? But how, how can 
you help me? Am I not an outcast — one 
cut off from the living — an unclean creature 
— one whose touch is now become contami- 
nation ? Where will you place me, where I 
shall not be utterly despised ? who now will 
dip his hands with me in the dish ?" 

** I know one who will," replied Arzoo- 
mund; **try to rise, and follow me." 

''Alas!" said the old man, "could I 
have risen, do you think I would have lain 
to perish where you found me? A week 
ago, and I was as active in a manner as you 
are, though feeble through age. I was on 
ajouraey, and came to l\aa ig\w», WvYv^^ 
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I was seized with the cold in my limbs, I 
became helpless, and the companions of my 
journey left m^ to sjbrangers, who disposed 
of me as you hp.ve seen." 

*'I see how it is/' said Arzoomund, shak- 
ing his head, *' but I will not forsake you; 
you are thin and spare, and I ani strong; 
I have lifted heavier weights than you are, 
an4 I will carry you to ^ plaice wher^e ypu 
may lie hid till I can procure further help;*' 
so saying, he took the old m^ on his back, 
and staggered off with hi^i in the direction 
of the plain, taking the road which we have 
before mentioned as brsjuiching OMt fjrom the 
dandled path-way. 

When arrived at the castor-oil ^qshes, 
^he old man and the son of Alfoo were both 
iiware of their vicinity to the hazar^ and 
Arzoomund quickened his pace, and rai| 
for several yards, till at length, wholly 
exhausted, he set the old man down, and 
stooc) to recover his breath and wipe the 
perspiration from his forehead^ 

** My son, my son!" said the o^d inan, 
"it is enough, you can do no jpqiore; leave 
9ie to perish, though I will bless you with 
my last breath !" 

« Wait but a moment," said Arzoomund ; 
*' I will but carry you to yonder solitary 
building which you see not a hundred yards 
hence, and I will place you there ^ axid 
will, after a whUe^ telutu Yi\\3i\\\s^^ ^\aSSwssssX 
o 3 
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to bring you into a place of safety. So 
now/' he said, '' one more effort, and the 
worst of my labour will be over," 

So saying, he contrived to take up the 
old man again, and had presently reached 
the ruin from which Ram Cookoo had is- 
sued in the morning; there laying the old 
man down, he sat down himself, and pro- 
duced some kind of sweetmeat with which 
he had provided himself for his journey and 
had concealed in the envelope of his cum- 
merbund: he gave a part to the old man, 
and took some himself. 

**And now," said he, having recovered 
his breath, *'l must leave you, and it may 
be an hour or more before I return; but 
wait with patience, and commend yourself 
to God, not to the dumb idols which have 
forsaken you, and would have left you to 
perish, but to the one only and true God, 
who made the heavens and the earth, and 
is even now with you, though you know 
him not." Thus speaking, the youth dart- 
ed from the ruin, and the old man heard 
his rapid step till it was lost in distance. 

It was the house of the hyraggee to 
which Arzoomund directed his steps; nei- 
ther was he disappointed in his plans of 
procuring assistance from this Christian. 
He was, however, careful not to tell his 
story to any other ear than that of Mung- 
bool Doas himself, knowng iVie ^jteyj^dARR^ 
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of the unconverted Hindoos. Neither did 
the old Christian himself think it prudent 
to betray the whole of the story, but al- 
leging that there was a poor man on the 
road who wanted help, he himself started 
forth on this work of mercy, and, with five 
or six of his own servants, was on the way 
to the ruin before the time which Arzoo- 
niund had designated for his return was 
near its accomplishment. 

It was on this occasion that the young 
Hindoo first enjoyed that greatest of ail 
luxuries, the sense of having done a good 
action. We cannot suppo;se that he had as 
yet a sufficient sense of religion to induce 
him to carry the glory of this good action 
to Him who had enabled him to perform it ; 
nevertheless, he had some faint idea that it 
was his knowledge of the Christian religion 
which had thus enabled him to triumph 
over the prejudices in which he had been 
brought up, and the delight he felt in this 
triumph, led the byraggee to hope that the 
time was not very distant in which this fine 
young man would be enabled wholly to cast 
away the fetters of heathenism, and to 
break the bonds with which the customs of 
his fathers had bound him. 

When the byraggee and his men were 
within an arrow's fligh^of the ruined walls, 
Arzoomund ran before them^ aud^ a& Vv<i:. ^^'cw:- 
tered the square cViambex^ \ife ^^Ovsccsas^; 
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'' I am come again, my father, and I have 
brought you the help you needed. Look 
up/' he added, ''your deliverers are a1 
hand ; they are Christians, and you will do 
well to learn of them and worship theu 
Gody for the Hindoos have cast you outj 
and you ar& no longer bound to them." 

'* A thousand blessings rest on thy head, 
my son!'' 'said the old man. ''If health 
should ever be restored to these feeble 
limbs, I am bound to serve thee till death." 

"Alas!" said Arzoomund, "but I shall 
not be with you. I must leave you thia 
moment." 

" And will you not return, my son?*' said 
the old man. 

"Perhaps in six weeks I may see ypH 
again," replied the youth ; " but I charge 
you, let what has passed between us be ba- 
ried for ever in your own bosom. The place 
in which I found you is known only to biin 
who will be your master, it must \}e tpld to 
no other." 

At that moment the hyragget entered, 
and by his directions the old man was placed 
in a strong sheet taken from the shoulders 
of some one present, and one m^n taking 
each corner, he was carried away towards 
the Christian's house blessing Axzoomund 
and all those around him with every breath 
he drew. "^ 

This transaction had taken B«Nex%.V ViQ^t«, 
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and when Arzoomund returned to the hut, 
he found his father and the fakeer stretched 
on the floor, in a state of drunken insen- 
sibility. These sights were not indeed 
strange to Arzoomund, though at this mo- 
ment the disgraceful state of the father 
seemed to be particularly unpleasing and 
distressing in the eyes of his son. Never- 
theless the young man was so fatigued that 
he presently fell asleep, and enjoyed a long 
and uninterrupted repose till the day was 
considerably advanced. 

The following morning, though not at a 
very early hour, Alfoo and his son renewed 
their journey, and, after a few uninterest- 
ing days, having crossed the Ganges, they 
fell in 'with a company of merchants, who 
were travelling with a guard into the higher 
provinces. 

In this society, though they proceeded 
slowly, they were secure, and though they 
were taken a little out of their way, yet 
they were enabled to keep with the rest of 
the travellers tiU they had crossed the first 
ridge of the Himmalaya. 

Arzoomund, who had never seen a moun- 
tain, excepting at a distance, so remote as 
scarcely to be distinguished from clouds, 
was filled with astonishment when first a 
long range of the Himmalaya burst upon 
his view, after two or three days of fog, 
during which the catavaxi Vi'dA ^^'^'Ql ^Ks^^aip^ Ij 
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Dually approaching. There were many 
there present who then saw these moun- 
tains for the first time, but few who were 
in a state of mind to be struck with their 
sublime appearance; for a certain degree 
of intellectual cultivation is required to ena- 
ble an individual to appreciate the beauties 
and wonders of creation. 

The mountains of Himmalaya, to the 
north of India, are incomps^rably the high- 
est mountains in the world; the mighty 
Andes bear no comparison to them, and 
the loftiest peaks in Switzerland shrink to 
nothing before these giants of creation. 

Although the bases of these mountains 
are situated in scorching and burning plains, 
yet thousands of feet towards their summits 
are covered with everlasting snow, the 
meltings from which supply the {sources of 
countless rivers, and frequently swell these 
rivers so as to make them overflow whole 
provinces. 

The central parts of these mountains, 
beneath the regions of snow, produce the 
fruits, and flowers, and trees, of higher 
latitudes ; and here the valleys are refreshed 
with many brooks and fountains of water, 
pouring froip rocky heights, or forming 
swamps and lakes in the hollows of the 
mountain. 

Alfoo md Arzoomund accon^panied the 
caravaa through the pa«s, and then took a 
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different direction ; the caravan proceeding 
towards the east, and the pedlar and his 
son towards the north. 

On the third, day from the time of their 
leaving the mountains, they entered the 
plain of Dira, and descried the little vil- 
lage, which had been the birth-place of 
Alfoo, right before, them. ** There," said 
the pedlar, pointing out the village to his 
son, ** There is the birth-place of your fa- 
ther, and your father^s father. It is now 
twenty-five years since I was graceless 
enough to leave my parents' house ; I have 
often thought of my father since that time 
with sorrow ; but I am come hither to make 
up for my fault, and I sincerely hope that 
I shall find the old man living; or if he be 
not living, that I shall learn the place where 
his body was buried; for I will raise such 
a monument over his remains as shall make 
my name resound through all the country.'' 

Thus did the poor man boast of what he 
intended to do, and descanted on the topic 
till the travellers found themselves at the 
gate of the place : for the village, though 
small and insignificant, was walled. 

It was nearly sunset when Alfoo and his 
son arrived at Dira, and the pedlar imme- 
diately waited upon the head man of the 
village, who was soon enabled to recollect 
him. It was necessary to do this before he 
proceeded to enquire aftev VkV& iA.^«x\ \s>^ 
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he was no sooner gone out from the house 
of the chief than he proceeded immediately 
to the narrow street in which his father 
used to keep his shop, and near to which 
had stood the dwelling -of his uncle, who 
had been a dirge. 

As soon, however, as he came opposite 
to his father^s door, he^ perceived that the 
shop was in the possession of another man, 
a stranger being seated in his father^s ac- 
customed place. 

Alfoo was much troubled on seeing thif , 
and expressed his grief so audibly, that 
many gathered round him to enquire the 
cause of his sorrow, and among these was 
an old woman, whose face he remembered. 

** Where," said the pedlar, " is old Mock- 
doom? I was told that he was living and 
well six months since, and enjoying all his 
faculties." 

*' It is true enough," replied the old wo- 
man, '< Mockdoom was living and well six 
months ago; yea, and three months ago: 
for about that time he sold all that he had, 
and went off towards the South in quest of 
his son, whom a traveller had seen in Me- 
rut. His nephew, the son of his deceased 
brother, whom he had adopted, went with 
him ; and by this time we may expect that 
he is at his journey's end ; that is," (in ano- 
ther voice,) " if he meet with no mischance 
by the w&y; but his uep\ieYi> ot t^VJaw^ V 
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should say, his adopted son, was of a very 
bad character, and bore the old^ man a 
grudge for the restraints he had put upon 
him." 

Alfoo was at once both hurt and perplex- 
ed at this news, and, turning to his son, 
said, ** What have we now to do but to re- 
trace our steps, and that as speedily as we 
are able, for there are none here to care for 
us;" and with that he uttered such cries 
that the old woman, who now recollected 
him, insisted on-his coming to her house or 
hut, which was near at hand, and there she 
endeavoured to administer such consola- 
tions as generally occur to ordinary and 
ignorant minds on occasions of this kind. 

As Alfoo and his son were severely mor- 
tified and much fatigued, the old woman, 
after a while, ceased from her more empty 
condolences, and asked the travellers if she 
should supply them with supper? ** I can, 
however, offer you nothing, my means be- 
ing small," she said, << but I am ready to 
wait upon you hand and foot, provided 
you will give me wherewith to purchase 
you food." 

* Alfoo gave the woman what she required, 
and she cooked them an excellent supper, 
after which they stretched themselves on 
the floor of her hut, and commenced their 
slumbers. 

H 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Ayiao and his Son set out on their Return Home, — 
They arrive at the Byraggee's, — Alfoo*s increase 
ing Remorse and Apprehensions. — Arzoomund't 
Enquiries after the Object of his Benevolence, — 
Conversations upon the Christian Scheme renew^ 
ed, — An important Discovery. — Mockdoom's Nar^ 
rativCf and the Conclusion. 



^LFOO and his son lodged with this old 
woman as long as they remained in Dira, 
which was only till their strength was re- 
cruited for their journey home. In the 
mean time, they visited the few old ac- 
quaintances who remembered the pedlar 
when a youth, and then having handsomely 
rewarded the old woman, and Arzoomund 
having given his only remaining book to 
the head man of the village, they set out on 
their return to Merut, having altered their 
track a little, intending to drop down the 
Callv Nuddee in .a boat. 

Alfoo had hoped to compound with his 

conscience by shewing more of kindness in 

the old age of his parent, than he had 

testified of duty towards him in his own 

youth; and being depmed of the means 
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of making this indemnification to justice, 
he wa» uneasy, and much oppressed; for 
certain it was, that sii^ce he had li<red in 
the neighbourhood of enlightened persons, 
he had had much clearer views of right 
and wrong, and the obedience and discre- 
tion of his own son seemed as it were to 
reproach him continually for his own ill 
comluct to his parent. He was, therefore, 
a good deal oppressed in his spirits during 
the whole of liis voyage down the river, 
and spoke little, excepting to tell his 
dreams, which, he said, augured no good; 
as his father's figure continually presented 
itself to him, and always in some ghastly 
and terrific foruL. At length their journey 
drew to a close, and the boat having come 
to an anchor at the ghaut of tb^ little 
village which was the dwelling-place pf 
Ram Cookoo, the father and son came on 
shore; and, haviug first ascertained that 
the fakeer was not at home, they proceed- 
ed on foot to the house of Munghool Doss. 
As they traversed the plain between the 
village and the dwelling of the kyraggee^ 
Alfoo being uneasy and di«(appoi|ited, and 
his son Arzoomund having many thoughts 
of his own, to which he ventured not to 
give utterance, they both proceeded in si- 
lence. It was the time of day in which 
the hyraggee usually took his walk or ride, 
and it so happened, tViaX. Q& VX^*^^ «:»!9^ 
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near the ruined cottage so frequently men- 
tioned, they met the old gentleman him- 
self, walking alone with a book in his 
hand. 

- As soon as he recognized the pedlar and 
his son, he held out his hand and bade 
Ihem welcome; and, turning round with 
them to take them to his house, asked 
them how they had sped <luring their jour- 
ney. 

** So ill," returned Alfoo, " that I hear- 
tily wish that I had never left Merut. 
Every step I have taken has been labour 
in vain, pain, and weariness, and no 
fruit." 

" How?" said the hyraggee. 

** Why," replied Alfoo, *' the old man, 
my father, has left Dira ; and unless he is 
now at my house, at Merut, I much fear 
that he has perished by the way." 

*' As to his being at your house, at 
Merut, I can answer for that not being the 
case," returned Munghool Doss, *' for I 
was there only yesterday, supposing that 
you might have returned without calling on 
me by the way." 

On hearing this, Alfoo expressed increas- 
ed uneasiness, and the pain he evidently 
felt did him honour in the eyes of the 
byraggee. 

However, the old Christian thought it 
would he well to pro\e Yum tutl\v«» ^\jA 
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said, ** Tell me, how is this: you have lived 
till DOW, more than twenty years« without 
anxiety respecting your father; how 
comes it» then, that you now feel so uneasy 
about hiin?" 

Alfoo visibly changed countenance oa 
bearing this question, and replied, ** Have 
you, in your long expei'ienc£, never heard 
of such a thing as a man's conscience 
taking a Long sleep, and yet awaking again 
after a time? Though I will not say that 
my conscience has ever been quite dead 
respecting my father, and if it had been 
so, the dreams I have haA about him some 
months past were enough to rouse my 
feelings had they been deader than they 
were." 

** And, mayhap," said the byraggee, 
** you may have chanced to have heard 
some things since the Christian $ak^ h%» 
been at Merut, which may have given y^ii 
a new view of filial duties? perhaps you 
may have heard your son repeat the com- 
mandment. Honour iky father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in thp 
land which the Lard thy God giveth 
thee?" 

/^The conms^ndment is a good one," 
replied Alfoo, ** and I hope that my son 
will give beed to it. If I, in my youth, 
neglected it, he can bear me witness dLaA. 
J am now willing, if tVie lioi^ h«w^.^ ^^\»k 
H 3 
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me, to pay my father the debt of duty 
which I owe him." 

'* You certainly do well in seeking your 
parent, and endeavouring to mend his con- 
dition/' replied 'Munghool Doss; << but 
how a duty performed at one time of life 
can make up for one neglected at another 
I. cannot comprehend." 

Alfoo looked at the bj/raggee as he spoke, 
as one stares on another who is uttering 
some great absurdity, and said, ''What! 
do you conceive that if I could now find 
my father, and make him happy to the end 
of his days, and bury him with credit, that 
I should not fully make up to him the in- 
jury I have done him?" 

"In reply to your question," said the 
hyraggee, "let me ask you another — Do 
you mean to assert, that if your son were 
to act towards you in the most dutiful and 
affectionate manner possible for ten years 
to come, these well-spent ten years would 
be sufficient to exonerate him from all 
respects towards you for the next ten 
years?" 

*' Certainly not," said Alfoo, ** because, 
after ten, and ten, and twenty years were 
gone, he would still be my son, and would 
still owe me duty." 

"Then," returned the byraggee, "how 

are any acts of kindness and duty now shewn 

towards your father, to baXwac^ >jowt «^- 
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count with him for your neglect and ill con- 
duct in your youth ? When you have done 
all you can, you will only have done your 
duty for the time heing, and no exertion 
which you can make will be sufficient to 
balance the old account. Hence, when 
we have once sinned, we never can, by 
any efforts which we can make, set our 
accounts straight with God, and therefore 
we may learn the need of an atonement, 
which atonement must be made by a sinless 
being. 

" Such is the state of man on earth/' 
continued the hyraggee; ''and this con- 
sideration was what made me miserable, 
before I met, in the books of the Chris- 
tians, the account of that full, free, and 
sufficient Sacrifice, which the Almighty has 
supplied for his falleii creatures." 

To all this Alfoo made no reply, but 
walked on, lost in meditation; and the 
party being come near the gates of the 
house, Arzoomund took the occasion to en- 
quire of the byraggee after the old man 
whom he had commended to his care, 
speaking so low that his father did not hear 
him. 

" He has recovered the use of his limbs," 
replied the hyraggee, " and is learning to 
read his Bible. Are you enough of a Chris- 
tian to rejoice in that news?" 

" Perhaps I ma^ be " xeVwrsi^^^ Vycifc^w»% 
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man, io a very low tone, and sighing as he 
spoke. 

By this time they had entered the gate, 
and were recognized by many old acquain- 
tances. The hyr^ggee gave orders that a 
supper should be prepared for the travel- 
lers, and then led them into the hall, or 
centre room of his house^ directing soooe 
one to call the old man whom the son of 
Alfoo had recommended to his care, 

** What old man is that, son?" a^ked die 
pedlar. 

*'I do not know myself/' returned Ar- 
Eoomund, ''but it was some forlorn crea- 
ture, whom I recommended to the eare <^ 
this Christian gentleman, knowing that it 
is a part of the religion of the Christians to 
succour the afflicted, and to call no man 
common or unclean. 

Before any reply could be made; the old 
man in question appeared in the door-way, 
neatly dressed, duly shaved, and standing 
erect on his feet ; nevertheless, he did not 
come on, but stood looking on Al£oo aad 
his son like one in a dream; while the 
other two, though affected in different 
ways, seemed equally unable to stir from 
the spot in which they stood. The good 
old hyraggee enjoyed the scene, and looked 
from one to another with a degree of de- 
light which was almost too great for utter- ' 
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"Gracious heaven!" exclaimed Alfoo, 
at length, his voice interrupted by deep 
groans, ''nay prayer has then been heard!" 
and, springing forwards, he fell at his fa- 
ther's feet, and humbly implored his par- 
don for all past offences. 

"My grandfather!" said Arzoomund, 
looking at the hyraggee; "and is that my 
grandfather? and have I saved my grand- 
father from a cruel death? The struggle 
is now over — it is passed," he added ; and, 
falling on his knees, lifting up his hands 
and eyes, "Almighty God of the Chris- 
tians, hear me — hear me now," he cried; 
" to thee henceforth I devote myself; here 
I renounce the religion of my fathers, and 
here I swear henceforward to acknowledge 
thee, and only thee, in the sight of all my 
brethren." 

"God be praised I" said the hyraggee^ 
melting into tears, "I had not dared to 
hope for this." 

The old man, by this time, had embraced 
and pardoned his son — had wept upon him 
and kissed him ; but tender as this recog- 
nition had been, it was nothing to that 
which followed, when . the venerable pa- 
triarch, rushing forwards, sunk at the feet 
of his grandson, who had risen from his 
knees, and had been only prevented from 
running to meet the embrace by the sudden 
and rapid motion of t\ie o\d tsi^tl* 
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**0, mysonl my child! my hope!- mj 
deliverer from death! child 'of my hearty 
and mv best hope! my preserver! my be- 
loved! exclaimed the venerable father; 
''and do I behold thy lovely face again 1 
and do I find in thee a son — a child—the 
dearest of sons? Now let me die, iet mc 
depart, for my happiness is complete:" and 
the old man being wholly overcome witl 
joy, fainted, and would have sunk on th< 
ground, had not his grandson prevented bii 
fall, and supported him in his arms, until 
he had laid him gently on the floor, where 
he still sustained his head upon his breast* 

In the mean time, every person in th< 
domestic service of th^ iy^agg^^ was soon 
in the hall, looking on with amazement^ 
and little able to comprehend the nature o1 
the scene. Neither was Alfoo himself lew 
perplexed, for it was evident to him that 
bis father and his son had met before^ 
though where and when he could not eoB' 
ceive, nor could he conjecture wherefore^ 
if his son knew that his grandfather wai 
with the byraggte^ he should conceal the 
fact from him, and allow him to take s< 
long a journey in vain. Nevertheless, hi 
was restrained from speaking, by the con- 
dition of the old man, who for some mi- 
nutes seemed to be wholly overpowered; 
his eyes were closed, a^d be could be 
hardly perceived to brea:k]bef 
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At lenjtth, however, Mockdoom revived, 
opened his eyea, looked up, and joined hii 
bands as if in prayer, and then raising hii 
ardent gaze towards his grandson, he lifted 
himself up, and thus addressed Alfoo: — ■ 
"My son," he said, "you are at a loss, I 
Bee, to account for the joy which I express 
at the sight of my grandson. In what 
manner t was introduced by him into this 
house is known to many here present, though 
not perhaps to you ; and there are, indeed, 
many particulars of my meeting with my 
grandson known only to ourselves and one 
other person. It is now several months 
since 1 was informed, after a separation of 
many years, that you, my son, were living 
at Mentt, and 1 therefore proposed to my 
nephew, whom I had adopted, and who 
could never be prevailed on to settle in bu- 
siness, to accompany lae on a journey to 
seek you. I had amassed a few ruptn 
during many long years of hard and solitary 
labour, since my son had left me. Before 
I quitted my house, I gave a few of these 
to my nephew, of whose honesty I had no 
suspicion, and the rest I concealed about my 
person, reserving iu my hands only enough 
tor the current expences of my journey. 
t "When a day's distance from Dira, my 

l^gKPhew and 1 fell in with a )>arty proceed- 
^^■■Mutb wards, among whom was an old 
^^^^l^f mine with his two «>m. '\Nmrm 
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persons were honest and respectable, and 
their presence proved my safeguard till we 
arrived at the little village which is hard 
by. There I was suddenly taken ill, and 
though exceedingly anxious to proceed at 
all hazards to Merut, my nephew would not 
hear of it, and insisted upon being left to 
take care of me while the rest of the party 
went forward. 

" I had no suspicions of the young man, 
whom, since his father's death, I had adopt- 
ed, and had no other uneasiness but from 
anxiety to get to my journey's end, and to 
be relieved from the pain of my limbs, which 
utterly disabled me from moving. 

My nephew had procured a lodging at the 
house of a widow near the river, and, dur- 
ing two days, all proper attention was paid 
to me.; but, on the second evening, I know 
not how it was, after having taken some- 
thing which had been prepared for me by 
my hostess, I seemed to lose all distinct 
recollection, and lay stretched on my char^ 
poj/, not asleep, but in such a state of dis- 
order, that although I saw my nephew at 
times before me, and the woman of the 
house, and perceived that they were mov- 
ing to and fro, and very busy, yet I knew 
not what they were about, or what they 
purposed. 

''At length, towards morning, I fell asleep, 
aad slept till the next da^ nm^a ^dN^\i^:ftA.\ 
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I then opened my eyes and found myself in 
the open air, stretched on my charpoy, and 
utterly unable to move. Above me was 
the wide expanse of heaven , without a sin- 
gle cloud, and, at my feet, rolled the thick 
and troubled stream of the Cally Nuddee. 
It was some time before I understood my 
situation, and when at length I did compre- 
hend it, with all its horrors, my senses 
again seemed to forsake me, and various 
wild and horrible visions seemed to float 
over my mind. 

<'0h! what a long, what a dreadful day 
was that !'' said the old Hindoo; ''how anx- 
iously did I look for death! To seek for 
pity from the passengers who brushed be- 
side my couch, I knew was vain, I therefore 
attempted it not; and, at that dreadful 
period, I knew no God to whom I could 
apply, for I felt that the gods of my fathers 
were as little able to help me as I was to 
help myself. 

'' Thus wore away that long, long, hor- 
rible day; and night at length came— a 
night without one ray of hope, as I then 
thought, for me. 

''Exhausted with weakness and pain, I 
had had a temporary forgetfulness, when I 
was roused again with wild shrieks from the 
village, for it was a day of festival. I awoke 
and called for death, and uttered man^ 
groans and cries, aiid^e\.\\vaA\5^^\5k$s^'^^ 
I 
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deliverance. At that moment, however, mj 
deliverer was at hand, and it was the child 
of mj only son who was to perform this 
work of mercy. 

''He was walking by the river side; he 
saw me, and came up to me; he lifted me 
from my bed^ and plunged it into the water; 
he carried me from the dreadful place, and 
finished his work of mercy by bringing me 
where the light of life has shone on my 
dark soul — where I have been made to know 
the God of the Christians, and to under- 
stand that He only is good^ that He oilly is 
merciful^ that He only careth for man, and 
that happiness can only be found in his 
service; and, therefore," added the old 
man, " having, by my own confession, ac- 
knowledged myself to be of the number of 
those \4rho are counted unclean among the 
Hindoos, I have snapped the cords which 
bound me to my former brethren, and no- 
thing remains for me but to throw myself 
on the mercy of Him who takes no account 
of ritual uncleanness, and holdeth nothing 
in abhorrence but moral turpitude; on the 
mercy of Him who hath provided a fountain 
of purification for all." 

The hyraggee gave the old man his hand 
as he uttered these last words, and the 
dusky cheek of the young Arzoomund blush- 
ed deeply with delight: but there was a 
kiad of murmur of disapi^ioWVivo^^^yQfil^ 
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Che assembly in general. Most of those 
present then slunk away to (b^ieir respective 
places ; where they attempted to strengthen 
each other in their errors, as persons en- 
deavour to prop a falling tower, thongk at 
the risk of their own destruction. 

There was now no^ reason wherefore 
Mockdoom and Arzoomund should not eat 
from the table of the byraggu, and they 
seemed rather impatient (to use a classical 
term, not altogether out of its place on the 
banks of the Cally Nuddee) to pass this 
Eubicon, lest by any means they might be 
tempted to go back from the way whiteh 
they had chosen. 

After their supper, the byraggee took 
them up to the house-top, where he en- 
gaged with them in prayer, informing them 
that they must for the present consider his 
house as their home, and promising to sup- 
ply them with employment. 

In all this there was nothing but; pure 
unmingled joy, and only one drop oi bit-^ 
terness remained in a cup replete with al) 
that was otherwise sweet and refreshing* 
This was the anxiety wbi^ Mockdoom and 
his grandson eoitid not but feel for Alfoo; 
and so bitter was this aniiety, that, after 
prayer, they went down to th^ room where 
the pedlar was with his companions, and 
did ail that in them lay to reconcile bim to 
what they had done. 
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He was not then to be reconciled, for he 
was exceedingly displeased, and remained 
so for a length of time; but my last ad- 
vices from that remote country ha?e renew- 
ed my hopes for this poor man, and I have 
reason to think that he is actually given at 
this time to the prayers of his son. 

And now, having wove my web to a con- 
siderable length, I must shortly cut it from 
the loom ; although I trust that the curious 
grotesque forms, and the various figures of 
dusky brown, of gold, and of ethereal blue, 
which I have wrought into its texture, may 
have prevented the eye from wearying as it 
was unfolded before it ; yet I am now com- 
pelled to bring it to a conclusion; and, 
having represented one more scene with my 
magic shuttle, to cut it short, and leave it 
to some other hand, who may hereafter 
know more of the persons whose histories I 
have hitherto traced, to renew the woof, and 
add the warp, and tell how the Christian 
rejoiced in life, and triumphed in death. 

The last scene I have to describe, is that 
which took place at Merut, in the chapel 
belonging to the European saheb, at the pe- 
riod of the baptism of Mockdoom and his 
grandson. It was an affecting sight, and 
many came to see it; but as those who had 
sung the praises of Almighty God on occa- 
sion of the baptism of M unghool Doss were 
^og&ged at that time m tVie vi^t% oil ^^ 



ARZOOMUND. 101 

Dhoon, from which many never returned, it 
depended on the little children of the saheb, 
and a few poor Christian natives, to raise 
the song of triumph ; and, if their feeble 
voices could not be heard beyond the green 
alleys of the surrounding garden, it matters 
little, for it is well known that the hymn 
was re-echoed in heaven, and resounded 
through all the mansions of the blessed. 

The lady and the saheb, with their little 
ones, are no longer in India; the servants 
who occupied the compound are separated, 
some having found other masters, and others 
being left without friend or home ; and the 
little chapel from which the song of Zion 
first resounded in that strange fand, is fallen 
to decay, yet the door which was then first 
opened can never be closed, and the memory 
of the saheb, and of others who first brought 
the word of life into the province of Delhi, 
is still held dear by the many humble Chris- 
tians who now form a flourishing Church, in 
the place where so lately the name of Christ 
was scarcely known, or where it was only 
held up as an object of mockery and deri- 
sion. 
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An ESSAY on EARLY RISING. By a Cler- 
gyman in the Isle of Man. Price 6d. 

A DISSUASIVE from frequenting the THEA- 
TRE. By the same Author. Price 6d. 

An INTERESTING VISIT to BURTON, the 
Place of the pious Bishop Wilson's Nativity. Price 
6d. 

TO-MORROW. By M B . Price 6d. 

The SUSPECTED BOY. An American Tale. 
Price 4d. 
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Price 



Price 2t. 



Price \s. Gd. 




LITTLE HENRY and his BEARER. Price 2s. Hd. 
HISTOIRE da PETIT HENRI. Price 2*. Cd. 
LITTLE LUCY and Iier DHAYE. Price 2*. firf. 
JULIANA OAKLEY. Price 2s. 6d. 
Tlie CHILD'S MAGAZINE, 2 Vols. In one. 

2s. 6d. 
EMANCIPATION. Price 2i. 
THEOPHILUS and SOPHIA. Price 2ff. 
An INTRODUCTION to GEOGRAPHY. 
PERE la CHAISE. Price 2s. 
The History of MRS. CATHERINE CRAWLEY. 

Price 2s. 
The WOODMAN and his DOG CiKSAR. 
The History of SUSAN GRAY. Price \s. M. 
The History of LUCY CLARE. Price Is. Qd. 
The INFANT'S GRAVE. Price I*. 6rf. 
SOUTHSTONES ROCK. Price 1«. firf. 
HISTOIRE de EMILIE NUGENT. Price U. Cd. 
Memoirs of SERGEANT DALE. Price )s. 
The AYAH and LADY. Price 1#. 
The RB-CAPTURED NEGRO. Price 1*. . • » • 
The History of KMILY and her MOTHER. 
The GIPSY BABES. Price 8if. 
The PULPIT AtiH rh« hE*;iC. Prirp'M.' ■'' 
MYfcA^NT-RftTEJ^SIfifee'.erf. -• •"■ ' • 
An INTRODUCTION to ASTRONOMY^ 
A DRIVE throngh LONDON. Price 6rf. 
llic ORPHAN BOY. Price 6rf. 
A PRIMER; or. First Boole' for Children. 
The INFIRMARY.-' Price 4rf. ■ 
The ERRAND-BOY. Price 4rf. 



Price Is. 



Price M. 



Price firf. 
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